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IS THE OLD TESTAMENT ZIONIST 7 
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c Dr. William Holladay ' 

This lecture was delivered at the University Christian 
; J: " ' Center FORUM in January 1968. II was the first pre-

I aentation in a three-part series on ZIONISM-JUDAISM. 

, : * Dr. WILLIAM HOLLADAY is Professor of Old Tes-

;: tament at the Near East School of Theology, Beirut, 
.• !,•.:;:..iv.f;f. Lebanon. 

T h e Z i o n i s t s h a v e used m a n y k i n d s o f a r g u m e n t a t i o n i n t h e 
p a s t 75 y e a r s — p o l i t i c a l , h i s t o r i c a l , a n d r e l i g i o u s . N o w t h e 
p o l i t i c a l a n d h i s t o r i c a l a r g u m e n t s c a n be m e t b y a n t i - Z i o n i s t 
p o l i t i c a l a n d h i s t o r i c a l a r g u m e n t s : one c a n p o i n t t o f a c t s a n d 
f a c t o r s w h i c h t h e Z i o n i s t s h a v e i g n o r e d o r bypassed . B u t r e l i g i o u s 
a r g u m e n t s a r c h a r d e r t o d e a l w i t h , s ince t h e y a r e h a r d l y o p e n t o 
p r o o f o r d i s p r o o f : i t seems, t o t h e n o n - Z i o n i s t , t h a t t h e r o c k b o t t o m 
a r g u m e n t , t h e Z i o n i s t ' s « a c e i n t h e ho le , » is s i m p l y : « A n y w a y , 
G o d g a v e u s t h e l a n d , once a n d f o r a l b : a n d i t seems t h a t t h e 
basis o f t h i s a s s e r t i o n i s t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . 

N o w t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i s a t h i c k b o o k — a b o u t t h r e e a n d 
a h a l f t i m e s as t h i c k as t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t , a n d a b o u t f o u r t i m e s 
as t h i c k as t h e Q u r ' a n . A n d n o t o n l y t h i c k e r , b u t f a r m o r e m i x e d 
i n i t s c o n t e n t s , a n d w r i t t e n o v e r a f a r l o n g e r p e r i o d o f t i m e , t h a n 
e i t h e r t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t o r t h e Q u r ' a n : t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t o o k 
shape o v e r a p e r i o d o f t e n o r f i f t e e n c e n t u r i e s ; a n d i t i s a n easy 
book , t h e r e f o r e , t o g e t l o s t i n . 

A n d because o f t h e w h o l e Z i o n i s t m o v e m e n t , c l i m a x e d n o w b y 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e s t a t e o f I s r a e l , a s t a t e t a k i n g i t s v e r y 
n a m e f r o m t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t people , t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t h a s been 
s h u n n e d , h a s become t a b o o a m o n g A r a b s . A r a b C h r i s t i a n s h a v e 
n o t w a n t e d t o d iscuss i t ; A r a b p r e a c h e r s h a v e a v o i d e d p r e a c h i n g 
f r o m i t ; a n d a w h o l e g e n e r a t i o n h a s g r o w n u p w i t h o n l y t h e 
f o g g i e s t n o t i o n o f w h a t t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is a l l a b o u t . B u t : w e 
s h o u l d n o t a l l o w t h e Z i o n i s t s t o t e a c h u s w h a t t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t 
i s a l l a b o u t , a n d i n a u n i v e r s i t y c o m m u n i t y w e s h o u l d n o t be 
b o i m d b y t a b o o s . T h e r e f o r e w e r a i s e t h e q u e s t i o n t o n i g h t , « I s t h e 
O l d T e s t a m e n t Z i o n i s t ? * A n easy q u e s t i o n t o a s k , b u t n o t a n easy 
q u e s t i o n t o a n s w e r , s ince i t t a k e s us t h r o u g h t h r e e t h o u s a n d y e a r s 



o f h i s t o r y , a n d r e l i g i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h a t h i s t o r y . W h a t 
f o l l o w s , t h e n , can o n l y be a n o u t l i n e o f a n a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n ! 

I beg in b y m a k i n g a d i s t i n c t i o n be tween anc ient I s r a e l a n d 
m o d e r n I s r a e l . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n is a l r e a d y suggested b y t h e t w o 
E n g l i s h w o r d s I s r a e l i t e a n d I s r a e l i — <Israelite» be ing t h e name 
w e g i v e t o t h e i n h a b i t a n t o f a n c i e n t I s r a e l , a n d «Israel i* t h e name 
we g i v e t o t h e i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e m o d e r n s t a t e . A l l t h e E u r o p e a n 
languages t h a t I k n o w m a i n t a i n tJiis d i s t i n c t i o n — t h u s , i n F r e n c h , 
I s r a e l i t e e t I s r a e i i e n . I m e n t i o n t h i s because t h e A r a b i c w o r d 
I s r a ' U i has t o do f o r b o t h , a n d t h e w o r d «Israel* i n a l l languages 
has t o do f o r b o t h . So I a m g o i n g t o use m a t h e m a t i c a l s u b s c r i p t 
n u m b e r s t h i s e v e n i n g t o keep us c lear o n t h e m a t t e r : I w i l l say 
«Israeli» w h e n I a m t a l k i n g a b o u t a n c i e n t I s r a e l , a n d «Israel2» 
f o r t h e m o d e r n s t a t e o f t h e same n a m e . Because we c a n n o t t a k e 
i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t these t w o are i d e n t i c a l . N a m e s t e n d t o t a k e 
o n a s e m i - m a g i c a l q u a l i t y i n o u r m i n d s ; we beg in t o assume t h a t 
a n a m e i n e v i t a b l y c o m m u n i c a t e s a n essent ia l r e a l i t y : w e f o r g e t 
t h a t names are q u i t e a r b i t r a r y , a n d t h a t t h e f o u n d e r s o f t h e 
m o d e r n state" c ou ld j u s t as w e l l ( f r o m o u r p o i n t o f v i e w ) have 
ca l led t h e i r s t a t e « J a c o b , » o r «Z i on* , o r «David ,* o r « X . » T h e y 
chose t h e name t h e y d i d because t h e y w a n t e d t o assert t h e i r bel ief 
i n a c o n t i n u i t y , even a n i d e n t i t y , be tween t h e i r s t a t e a n d I s r a e l . 
B u t t h e i r a sser t i on does n o t m a k e t h e i d e n t i t y r e a l ; we m u s t s t i l l 
exp lo re t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween 
I s r a e l , a n d I s r a e l i : t h e r e m a y be b o t h c o n t i n u i t y a n d d i s c o n t i n u i t y 
here . . ...r 

A H r i g h t , t h e n , I s r a e l , is a Z i o n i s t s t a t e ; b u t w a s I s r a e l , 
Z i o n i s t ? W e m u s t come t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t I s r a e l , w a s a n d w h a t 
she c l a i m e d t o be. ( N a t i o n s seem t o t h e f e m i n i n e i n E n g l i s h , I 
d o n ' t k n o w w h y ! ) T h e q u e s t i o n resolves i t s e l f i n t o t h r e e quest ions 
— a q u e s t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , a q u e s t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y , 
a n d a q u e s t i o n o f t h e o l o g y . (1 ) T h e q u e s t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y 
is t h i s : W h a t , a c t u a l l y , w a s I s r a e l . ? — a t w h a t p e r i o d d i d t h i s 
people e n t e r Pa les t ine? — w h a t w e r e h e r r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r 
peoples l i v i n g t h e r e ? — h o w m u c h p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l d i d she have , 
a n d f o r w h a t p e r i o d o f t i m e ? — a n d w h a t w a s h e r c o r p o r a t e l i f e 
w h e n she d i d n o t have e f f e c t i ve p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l ? (2 ) T h e q u e s t i o n 
o f r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y is t h i s : W h a t , i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , d i d 
I s r a e l , c l a i m t h a t God w a s d o i n g t h r o u g h these events o f p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y ? — w h a t d i d she c l a i m God's purpose a n d i n t e n t i o n s t o 
be t h r o u g h these events? — a n d , note w e l l , t h i s q u e s t i o n can be 
answered q u i t e aside f r o m t h e q u e s t i o n as t o w h e t h e r I s r a e l ' s 
c l a i m is u l t i m a t e l y t r u e : t h a t is , G o d m a y n o t ex i s t , o r , i f he does, 
he m a y be q u i t e n e u t r a l a b o u t I s r a e l , o r opposed t o h e r , a n d w e 
m a y s t i l l a n s w e r t h e q u e s t i o n a b o u t h e r c l a i m t o God 's purpose 
t h r o u g h her . (3 ) T h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e t r u t h o f h e r c l a i m is t h e 

t h e o l o g i c a l q u e s t i o n , o u r t h i r d q u e s t i o n : I s t h e c l a i m o f I s r a e l , 
a b o u t God ' s p u r p o s e t h r o u g h h e r t r u e ? — o r , m o r e generaUy , 
W h a t w a s God 's p u r p o s e , i f a n y , t h r o u g h I s r a e l , ? 

F i r s t , t h e n , t h e q u e s t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y . A b o u t 1220 B.C. 
a g r o u p o f N o r t h w e s t S e m i t i c t r i b e s , c a l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s «Israel ,* 
w h o h a d been l e d o u t o f E g y p t b y t h e i r leader Moses , i n v a d e d 
Pa les t ine . I n t h i s i n v a s i o n t h e y w e r e v i c t o r i o u s o v e r severa l 
c i t y - s t a t e s i n h a b i t e d m o s t l y b y o t h e r N o r t h w e s t S e m i t i c g r o u p s . 
T h e I s r a e l i t e s s e t t l e d i n t h e c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y a n d o n l y g r a d u a l l y 
e x t e n d e d t h e i r c o n t r o l o v e r t h e w h o l e area . I t is i m p o r t a n t t o 
no te t h a t t h e r e w a s e v i d e n t l y l i t t l e large -sca le s l a u g h t e r o f t h e 
p r e v i o u s i n h a b i t a n t s , i n sp i te o f l a t e t h e o l o g i c a l t h e o r i z i n g : 
m o s t l y t h e I s r a e l i t e s seem t o have s e t t l e d d o w n a longs ide t h e 
e a r l i e r peoples — t h e i r c u l t u r e s c e r t a i n l y i n t e r p e n e t r a t e d . I n f a c t , 
t h e y t h e m s e l v e s w e r e a l m o s t w i p e d o u t a c e n t u r y a f t e r t h e i r i n 
vas i on , b y a W e s t e r n people , t h e P h i l i s t i n e s , w h o , as w e see, gave 
t h e i r n a m e t o P a l e s t i n e ; a n d i t w a s o n l y a b o u t t w o h u n d r e d y e a r s 
a f t e r t h e I s r a e l i t e i n v a s i o n t h a t t h e c i t y - s t a t e o f J e r u s a l e m w a s 
c a p t u r e d , t h a t t h e P h i l i s t i n e t h r e a t w a s overcome , a n d a s tab le 
p o l i t i c a l o r d e r w a s e s t a b l i s h e d , u n d e r K i n g D a v i d , a b o u t 1000 B.C. 
D a v i d b u i l t h i s e m p i r e u p b y a series o f b r i l l i a n t c a m p a i g n s a t a 
t i m e o f E g y p t i a n a n d A s s y r i a n w e a k n e s s ; he seems t o h a v e e x t e n d 
ed h i s c o n t r o l d o w n t o t h e G u l f o f A q a b a , t o use t h e m o d e r n n a m e , 
a n d u p t h r o u g h t h e T r a n s j o r d a n a r e a , i n c l u d i n g w h a t is n o w 
A m m a n ; he p u t a g a r r i s o n o f so ld iers i n D a m a s c u s , a n d t h e k i n g 
o f K a m a o w e d h i m a l l eg iance . A n d i n t h i s e m p i r e w e r e o f course 
a g r e a t n u m b e r o f n o n - I s r a e l i t e peoples. 

T h i s e m p i r e b u i l t u p b y D a v i d w a s s h o r t - l i v e d , h o w e v e r ; a f t e r 
t h e d e a t h o f h i s son S o l o m o n , r o u g h l y e i g h t y y e a r s l a t e r , i t s p l i t 
i n t o a n o r t h e r n h a l f (a lso ca l l ed , c o n f u s i n g l y , « Israe l » — I s r a e l a » 
I suppose w e s h o u l d h a v e t o c a l l i t ! ) a n d a s o u t h e r n h a l f ( ca l l ed 
« J u d a h » , f r o m w h i c h o u r w o r d « J e w » d e r i v e s ) . T h e n o r t h e r n 
k i n g d o m l a s t e d f o r a n o t h e r t w o h u n d r e d y e a r s , o f t en w e a k , r a r e l y 
s t r o n g ; o c c a s i o n a l l y i t w a s i n a c t i v e w a r f a r e a g a i n s t i t s s i s t e r -
k i n g d o m t o t h e s o u t h . I t d i d n o t keep c o n t r o l o f D a m a s c u s -— some
t i m e s S y r i a w a s a t w a r w i t h I s r a e l , as w a s t h e case a b o u t 880 B .C . ; 
s o m e t i m e s i n a l l i ance w i t h I s r a e l a g a i n s t A s s y r i a , as w a s t h e case 
a b o u t 740 B . C . ; b u t t h i s n o r t h e r n k i n g d o m , i n t h e - e n d w r a c k e d b y 
coups d ' e t a t a n d a n a r c h y , a n d h a r d - p r e s s e d b y A s s y r i a , f e U t o A s 
s y r i a i n 7 2 1 B .C . a n d h e r l e a d e r s h i p d e p o r t e d . 

B u t i f t h e n o r t h e r n k i n g d o m k e p t t h e n a m e «Israel , » never 
the less t h e s o u t h e r n k i n g d o m , J u d a h , h e l d t h e c a p i t a l J e r u s a l e m , 
a n d u l t i m a t e l y p r o d u c e d t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . She h a d t h e a d v a n t a g e 
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o f a s i n g l e r u l i n g house , descended f r o m D a v i d , a n d a g r e a t e r 
d i s t a n c e f r o m A s s y r i a , b u t she s u r v i v e d a f t e r t h e f a l l o f t h e n o r t h 
o n l y b y p a y i n g h e a v y t r i b u t e - m o n e y as a p u p p e t k i n g d o m t o 
A s s y r i a . She e m e r g e d f r o m h e r h u m i l i a t i o n w h e n h e r o v e r l o r d 
A s s y r i a g r e w w e a k , a t t h e e n d o f t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y B.C. , b u t 
h e r independence w a s s h o r t - l i v e d , s ince B a b y l o n i a r ep laced A s s y r i a 
as t h e t h r e a t e n i n g p o w e r f r o m t h e east , a n d B a b y l o n i a c o n q u e r e d 
h e r i n 587 B .C . K i n g s h i p i n t h e l i n e o f D a v i d w a s t h u s w i p e d o u t 
f o r e v e r , a n d , a g a i n , h e r l e a d i n g c i t i zens w e r e d e p o r t e d e a s t w a r d . 

T h e l a n d w a s n o t e m p t y o f I s r a e l i t e s ; t h e r e w e r e peasants i n 
t h e n o r t h w h o s u r v i v e d , a n d some o f t h e m e m e r g e d i n t o t h e l i g h t 
o f d a y l a t e r o n , i n t h e f i f t h a n d f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s B .C. , as t h e 
S a m a r i t a n s ; a n d t h e r e w e r e peasants , t o o , i n t h e s o u t h , a n d so 
some c o n t i n u i t y o f l i f e . B u t a n y consciousness o f n a t i o n h o o d a n d 
o f r e l i g i o u s i n t e g r i t y r e s ided n o t w i t h t h e f o l k w h o s t a y e d b e h i n d , 
b u t w i t h t h e ex i les f r o m t h e s o u t h w h o w e r e i n B a b y l o n d u r i n g 
t h e y e a r s o f t h e s i x t h c e n t u r y . 

W h e n B a b y l o n f e l l t o P e r s i a i n 540 B.C. , t h o s e J e w s w h o 
w i s h e d t o r e t u r n t o P a l e s t i n e w e r e a l l o w e d t o do so, a n d a g o o d 
m a n y d i d , t h o u g h p r o b a b l y n o t a m a j o r i t y . P a l e s t i n e t h e n f o r m e d 
a p r o v i n c e o f t h e P e r s i a n e m p i r e , t h e n o f t h e e m p i r e o f A l e x a n d e r 
t h e G r e a t , t h e n o f t h e E g y p t i a n sec tor o f A l e x a n d e r ' s e m p i r e r u l e d 
b y t h e P t o l e m i e s . T h e n , a t t h e e n d o f t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C. , t h e 
P t o l e m i e s l o s t P a l e s t i n e t o t h e Seleucids, w h o s e c a p i t a l w a s a t 
A n t i o c h ; t h e Seleucids, i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e P t o l e m i e s , w e r e a c t i v e 
i n t r y i n g t o u n i t e t h e i r s u b j e c t peoples a r o u n d t h e f o cus o f H e l l e 
n i s t i c c u l t u r e . A sizeable n u m b e r o f J e w s i n Pa les t ine v i g o r o u s l y 
r e s i s t e d these e f f o r t s , a n d g a i n e d p o l i c i t a l independence u n d e r 
t h e Maccabees , b e g i n n i n g i n 165 B . C . ; b u t t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f 
g o v e r n i n g a s m a l l s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e a l o n g t h e l ines o f J e w i s h 
a b s o l u t i s m w e r e f o r m i d a b l e , a n d t h e r e f o l l o w e d a w h o l e succession 
o f a l l iances , f a c t i o n s , coups d ' e t a t , a n d c i v i l w a r s t o w h i c h R o m e 
f i n a l l y p u t a n e n d i n 63 B.C. , w o r k i n g e i t h e r d i r e c t l y , o r , l a t e r , 
i n d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h a p u p p e t l i k e H e r o d . B u t R o m e i n t u r n f o u n d 
i t i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o r u l e P a l e s t i n e , a n d m a j o r w a r b r o k e 
o u t t w i c e — 66-73 A . D . a n d 132-135 A . D . , a f t e r w h i c h t i m e 
o r g a n i z e d J e w i s h l i f e ceased i n P a l e s t i n e except f o r q u i e t r a b b i n i c 
s choo ls ; t h o u g h o f course t h e r e c o n t i n u e d t o be a f l u c t u a t i n g 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n a l l t h r o u g h t h e M i d d l e A g e s . 

T o s u m m a r i z e , t h e n : t h e a n c i e n t people c a l l i n g i t s e l f I s r a e l 
came i n t o P a l e s t i n e a t t h e e n d o f t h e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y B.C. , e s t a b l i s h e d 
c o h e r e n t p o w e r a n d a d m i s t r a t i o n o v e r t h e w h o l e a r e a a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 1 0 t h c e n t u r y , s p l i t i n t w o a f t e r 80 y e a r s . T h e 
n o r t h e r n h a l f came t o a n e n d i n t h e 8 t h c e n t u r y , t h e s o u t h e r n 

h a l f a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 6 t h ; t h e J e w s t h e r a f t e r w e r e able t o 
c o n t r o l events p o l i t i c a l l y o n l y d u r i n g t h e Meccabean p e r i o d i n t h e 
m i d d l e o f t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y B.C. , a n d m o r e b r i e f l y d u r i n g t h e 
u p r i s i n g s a g a i n s t R o m e . So o n t h e basis o f t h e b a r e h i s t o r i c a l 
e v e n t s , t h e Z i o n i s t c l a i m t o t h e l a n d c a r r i e s l i t t l e w e i g h t , as w e 
a l l r e c o g n i z e ; b u t i t i s i t s r e l i g i o u s d i m e n s i o n t h a t f o r c e s i t u p o n 
u s , a n d i t i s t o t h i s w h i c h w e n o w t u r n , 

. . . j j . . . , 

W h a t d i d I s r a e l i c l a i m t h a t G o d w a s d o i n g t h r o u g h t h e events 
o f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y ? O u r resources f o r a n s w e r i n g t h i s q u e s t i o n are 
f o u n d , o f course , i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , t h o u g h , p a r e n t h e t i c a l l y , 
w e m i g h t a s k a p r e l i m i n a r y q u e s t i o n : h o w r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
r e l i g i o u s t h i n k i n g o f I s r a e l i s t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t — does i t 
r e p r e s e n t a t o t a l v i e w , o r o n l y a p a r t i a l v i e w o f t h e r e l i g i o u s 
t h i n k i n g o f I s r a e l ? T h e r e is no w a y t o a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n w i t h 
p r e c i s i o n , because w e h a v e no b o d y o f m a t e r i a l f r o m t h e same 
p e r i o d b y w h i c h t o c o u n t e r t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t c l a i m . ( T h e 
S a m a r i t a n m a t e r i a l is m o s t l y l a t e , w a s deep ly i n f l u e n c e d b y 
C h r i s t i a n a n d M u s l i m t h e o l o g i c a l t h i n k i n g , a n d i n a n y case does 
n o t f i g u r e i n t h e Z i o n i s t p r o b l e m . A n d b o t h t h e s e c t a r i a n D e a d 
Sea S c r o l l s a n d t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t d a t e f r o m a p e r i o d l a t e r t h a n 
t h a t o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d b o t h o f t h e m i n d e p e n d e n t l y c l a i m 
r e l i g i o u s c o n t i n u i t y w i t h t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . ) 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e a r e s t r o n g i n t e r n a l i n d i c a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e 
O l d T e s t a m e n t i t s e l f t h a t i t r e p r e s e n t s n o t a t o t a l v i e w o f t h e 
r e l i g i o u s t h i n k i n g a n d p r a c t i c e o f I s r a e l , b u t a k i n d o f «minor i ty 
r e p o r t * : t h e r e is m u c h w i t h i n t h e l a w s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t h a t 
seems t o be a r e f l e c t i o n o f a n i d e a l r a t h e r t h a n a c t u a l p r a c t i c e , 
a n d t h e r e is m u c h w i t h i n t h e p o e t r y o f t h e p r o p h e t s t h a t c r ies o u t 
a g a i n s t t h e p r e v a i l i n g p r a c t i c e a n d t h e p r e v a i l i n g a s s u m p t i o n s o f 
t h e t i m e — I d a r e s a y t h e r e w a s a g r e a t dea l i n t h e l i f e o f I s r a e l 
w h i c h d i d n o t m e a s u r e u p t o t h e o u t l o o k o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . 
B u t , s ince t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is t h e w i t n e s s o f w h a t became 
n o r m a t i v e f o r t h e f a i t h a n d p r a c t i c e o f I s r a e l , w e use i t t o a n s w e r 
t h e q u e s t i o n be f o re us n o w . 

So, once m o r e : w h a t w a s t h e o u t l o o k o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t ? — 
w h a t d i d I s r a e l c l a i m C o d w a s d o i n g t h r o u g h h e r h i s t o r y ? I t is 
b e y o n d o u r m e a n s , t o n i g h t , t o s u r v e y a l l o f O l d T e s t a m e n t t h e o l o g y 
— m u c h t h a t is i m p o r t a n t w e s h a l l h a v e t o pass b y . W e w i l l 
a f f i r m w i t h o u t d i s cuss i on t h a t I s r a e l w i t n e s s e d t o a C o d w h o 
revea ls h i m s e l f i n h i s t o r y a n d w h o is concerned f o r j u s t i c e a n d 
f o r r i g h t e o u s n e s s . W h a t w e a r e c oncerned a b o u t p a r t i c u l a r l y is 
w h a t I s r a e l h a d t o s a y a b o u t h e r c o v e n a n t w i t h C o d , a b o u t h e r 
t a k i n g o v e r t h e l a n d , a b o u t t h e n a t u r e o f h e r c o m m u n i t y — a l l 

\ 5 



those m a t t e r s w h i c h h a v e a b e a r i n g o n J e w i s h n a t i o n a l i s m t o d a y . 
A n d o n these ques t i ons w e f i n d b o t h a g r e e m e n t , a n d r e a l d i s a g r e e 
m e n t , w i t h i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i t s e l f . 

T h e a g r e e m e n t f i r s t . A l l t h e r e l e v a n t p o r t i o n s o f t h e O l d 
T e s t a m e n t agree i n t h e c l a i m t h a t G o d h a d done s o m e t h i n g 
a l t o g e t h e r spec ia l f o r I s r a e l i — i n t a k i n g t h e i n i t i a t i v e t o rescue 
h e r o u t o f E g y p t , a n d t o p r e s e n t h e r , t h e n , w i t h a k i n d o f c o n t r a c t 
— t h e b i b l i c a l w o r d is « c o v e n a n t » ( i n A r a b i c : ' a h d ) — s e t t i n g 
f o r t h t h e p a t t e r n o f b e h a v i o r ( i n t h e L a w ) w h i c h w a s h e r 
p e r m a n e n t o b l i g a t i o n t o t h i s r e s c u i n g God . A n d a f u r t h e r 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e love a n d concern o f t h i s G o d w a s t h e g r a n t i n g 
o f t h e l a n d o f Pa les t ine t o h e r : she w a s t o obey t h i s God, a n d G o d 
i n t u r n w o u l d g i v e h e r t h e l a b o r a t o r y - s p a c e , so t o speak, i n w h i c h 
she c o u l d w o r k o u t t h e l i f e o f obedience expected o f h e r b y G o d . 
L e t m e q u o t e J e r e m i a h ' s express i on o f t h i s c o n v i c t i o n : 

Thus says the Lord, I remember the devotion of your youth, your 
love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness, in a land not 
sown, Israel was holy to the Lord, the first fruits of his harvest. All 
who ate of it became guilty; evil came upon them, says the Lord... Thus 
says the Lord, what wrong did your fathers find in me, that they went 
far from me, and went after worthlessness, and became worthless? They 
did not say. Where is the Lord, who brought us up from the land of 
Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a 
land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that none passes through, 
where no man dwells? And I brought you in to a plentiful land, to enjoy 
its fruits and its good things. (2:2-3, 5-7) 

( I rea l i ze t h a t t h i s idea o f G o d g r a n t i n g I s r a e l t h e l a n d 
m a k e s us deep ly uneasy , concerned as w e are a b o u t Z i o n i s m : b u t 
l e t us w i t h h o l d o u r j u d g m e n t u n t i l w e see w h a t I s r a e l d i d w i t h 
t h e idea. ) 

A g r e e m e n t o n these t h i n g s , y e s : b u t t h e r e is m u c h else o n 
w h i c h t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is n o t u n a n i m o u s a t a l l . P e r h a p s t h e 
basic q u e s t i o n n o t o n l y f o r us t h i s e v e n i n g , b u t f o r I s r a e l i n 
anc ient t i m e s , is t h i s : W h a t does i t m e a n t o be t h e people o f 
G o d ? G r a n t e d t h a t I s r a e l u n d e r s t o o d h e r s e l f t o be u n d e r o b l i g a 
t i o n t o G o d — h o w , as a m a t t e r o f f a c t , w a s she t o o r g a n i z e h e r 
c o m m o n l i f e so t h a t God 's g r e a t e x p e r i m e n t w i t h h e r m i g h t be a 
success i n h i s s i g h t ? 

One o f t h e g r e a t debates i n t h e e a r l i e s t d a y s w a s o v e r t h e 
n a t u r e o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f I s r a e l . W e h a v e a l r e a d y seen t h a t 
i n t h e e a r l i e s t d a y s ( f r o m t h e end o f t h e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y B.C. t o t h e 
end o f t h e 1 1 t h ) , I s r a e l h a d o n l y a n i n f o r m a l c o n t r o l over t h e 
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l a n d . A c t u a l l y , t o be m o r e speci f ic . I s r a e l w a s a loose league o f 
t w e l v e t r i b e s i m i t e d b y t h e i r sense o f c o m m o n o b l i g a t i o n t o G o d , 
expressed i n L a w a n d b a t t l e : t h e y r e n e w e d t h e i r c o n t r a c t t o God , 
a n d t h e r e f o r e t o each o t h e r , p e r i o d i c a l l y , a n d , w h e n m i l i t a r y 
emergencies arose , t h e y u n i t e d themse lves f o r w a r . T h e y a c k n o w 
ledged no m a n as t h e i r leader , except f o r t e m p o r a r y m i l i t a r y 
leaders . T h i s a r r a n g e m e n t , w h i c h I s r a e l f e l t t o be u n i q u e a n d 
t o express h e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t h e r o n l y k i n g w a s G o d h i m s e l f , 
w o r k e d t o l e r a b l y w e l l a g a i n s t t h e r e l a t i v e l y w e a k t r i b e s a l r e a d y 
i n Pa les t ine , o r a g a i n s t r a i d e r s f r o m t h e d e s e r t ; b u t i t d i d n o t 
w o r k a t a l l a g a i n s t t h e b e t t e r - o r g a n i z e d P h i l i s t i n e s , w h o h a d 
i n v a d e d f r o m t h e sea. A n d i n o r d e r t o meet t h i s new a n d 
unprecedented t h r e a t , t h e r e w e r e those i n I s r a e l w h o ca l led f o r 
a k i n g — f o r p e r m a n e n t h e r e d i t a r y l eadersh ip — b u t o u r sources 
i n t h e book o f I S a m u e l a l l s h o w g r e a t uneasiness a b o u t t h e w h o l e 
a f f a i r . One source says i t is a l l r i g h t t o have a p e r m a n e n t leader 
so l o n g as y o u c a l l h i m , n o t «k ing , » w h i c h is a b a d w o r d , b u t 
c p r i n c e * (so i n c h a p t e r 9 ) ; t h e o t h e r source says t h a t h a v i n g a 
k i n g is w r o n g , b u t G o d has a l l o w e d i t a n j w a y because o f t h e s i n 
o f t h e people (so i n c h a p t e r 8 ) . E i t h e r w a y , t h e y w e r e u n e a s y ! 
A n d w h e n D a v i d es tab l i shed h i s k i n g s h i p i n J e r u s a l e m , a w h o l e 
new t h e o l o g y h a d t o be w o r k e d o u t , o f a c o v e n a n t be tween G o d 
a n d ( n o t I s r a e l i n g e n e r a l b u t ) D a v i d , i n o r d e r t o j u s t i f y t h e 
a c t u a l t u r n o f events . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e f o l k i n t h e n o r t h 
r e j e c t e d t h i s n e w t h e o l o g y , a n d t h i s is t h e r e l i g i o u s b a c k g r o u n d 
o f t h e s p l i t be tween n o r t h a n d s o u t h . So : w a s k i n g s h i p a good 
t h i n g o r a b a d t h i n g ? T h e O l d T e s t a m e n t w a s n o t sure , i n t h e 
b e g i n n i n g ; b u t b y t h e t i m e m o r e t h a n f o u r h u n d r e d y e a r s o f t h e 
D a v i d i c l ine h a d r u l e d i n J e r u s a l e m , n o b o d y ques t i oned i t a n y 
m o r e — n o t h i n g succeeds l i k e success. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h o u g h k i n g s h i p as a n i n s t i t u t i o n came t o be 
accepted as p a r t o f (3od's w i l l , a l w a y s i t w a s t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d t h a t 
a speci f ic k i n g s t ood u n d e r t h e j u d g m e n t as w e l l as t h e b less ing 
o f God . T h e p r o p h e t N a t h a n , i n t h e t e n t h c e n t u r y B.C. , r e b u k e d 
D a v i d f o r t h e l a t t e r ' s a f f a i r w i t h B a t h s h e b a , a n d D a v i d a d m i t t e d 
h i s g u i l t ; t h e p r o p h e t A m o s , i n t h e e i g h t h c e n t u r y , spoke o f t h e 
c o m i n g d o w n f a l l o f K i n g J e r o b o a m I I i n t h e n o r t h ; I s a i a h , a l i t t l e 
l a t e r , r e b u k e d K i n g A h a z f o r h i s f r i g h t e n e d seek ing a f t e r m i l i t a r y 
a i d f r o m A s s y r i a ; J e r e m i a h , l a t e i n t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y , r e b u k e d 
K i n g J e h o i a k i m f o r h i s e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e poor . A n d these 
j u d g m e n t s a g a i n s t t h e r u l e r s come u p a g a i n a n d a g a i n , w i t h o u t 
apo l ogy , i n t h e pages o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . K i n g a f t e r k i n g w a s 
j u d g e d u n w o r t h y o f God 's s u p p o r t . 

A n d , i n e v i t a b l y , t h e r e w e r e o t h e r quest ions t h a t came u p 
i n t h e m i n d s o f t h e I s r a e l i t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y as t h e g r e a t empi res , 
E g y p t , o r A s s y r i a , o r B a b y l o n i a , p o u n d e d a t t h e i r gates . L e t me 
d e a l b r i e f l y w i t h t h r e e o f these ques t i ons , a l l i n t e r r e l a t e d . 
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F i r s t , d i d G o d g i v e t h e l a n d u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y t o I s r a e l ? I t is 
easy f o r us t o assume t h a t t h e a n s w e r is « yes , » b u t t h e a c t u a l 
v i e w s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a r e n o t so s i m p l e . O b v i o u s l y t h e O l d 
T e s t a m e n t assumed t h e g i v i n g o f t h e l a n d t o be a necessary 
consequence o f t h e c o v e n a n t ; I h a v e a l r e a d y sugges ted t h a t t h e 
l a n d w a s a k i n d o f « l a b o r a t o r y » f o r t h e w o r k i n g o u t o f c ovenant 
obedience. B u t t h e v e r y n a t u r e o f t h e c o v e n a n t f o r c e d I s r a e l , t o 
be a w a r e o f t h e c o n t i n g e n c y o f t h e i r s t a y o n t h e l a n d . T h u s t h e 
book o f L e v i t i c u s , w h i c h r epresents one l e g a l t r a d i t i o n , i n s i s t s t h a t 
t h e l a n d r e a l l y be longs t o G o d , a n d t h a t G o d is o n l y , so t o speak, 
l eas ing t h e l a n d t o I s r a e l : « T h e l a n d s h a l l n o t be so ld i n p e r p e t u i t y , 
f o r t h e l a n d Is m i n e ; f o r y o n a r e s t r a n g e r s a n d s o j o u r n e r s w i t h m e . » 
( 2 5 : 2 3 ) T h a t i s , t h e people i n t h i s passage are u n d e r s t o o d t o be r e 
s i d e n t a l i ens , a n d so a re g r a n t e d no p e r m a n e n t o w n e r s h i p . ( W h a t 
a f a s c i n a t i n g b i t o f l a w t h i s is f o r Z i o n i s t s t o c o n s i d e r ! ) 

A g a i n , t h e book o f D e u t e r o n o m y , w h i c h represents a n o t h e r 
l e g a l t r a d i t i o n , ins i s t s t h a t I s r a e l w i l l r e m a i n o n t h e l a n d o n l y so 
l o n g as she i s o b e d i e n t : t h u s , i n 30 :16 -18 , w e r e a d : 

// you obey the commandments of the Lord your God... by loving the 
Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his command
ments... then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land which you are entering to take possession of it. But if 
your heart turns away, and you will not hear... I declare to you this day, 
that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land which you are 
going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 

H e r e t h e s t a y o n t h e l a n d is n o t p r e s e n t e d t o I s r a e l as a 
p e r p e t u a l r i g h t , b u t as a g i f t , a p r i v i l e g e , s o m e t h i n g t h a t c a n be 
w i t h d r a w n i f t h e people a r e d i sobed ient . 

A n d , indeed , ex i l e w a s a t h r e a t w h i c h a l l t h e p r e - e x i l i c p r o p h e t s 
h e l d o v e r t h e n a t i o n i f t h e y w e r e n o t f o u n d f a i t h f u l t o G o d . A m o s 
l ias a m e m o r a b l e p u n o n G i l g a l , w h i c h w a s t h e n a m e o f a c u l t c enter 
— w h e r e , some t h i n k , a conquest f e s t i v a l w a s ce l ebra ted p e r i o d i c a l l y 
(so G. o n R a d , T h e o l . o f t h e O.T. , E n g l . ed. I 297) : A m o s sa id , k i 
g i l g a l g a l o h y i g l e h — « f o r s u r e l y G i l g a l s h a l l go i n t o ex i l e . » A n d 
t h e n , as A s s y r i a d i d ex i le t h e leaders o f t h e n o r t h , a n d as B a b y l o n i a 
d i d ex i l e t h e leaders o f t h e s o u t h , t h e p r o p h e t s w e r e able t o say , 
see, w e t o l d y o u so. I n f a c t , r e l i g i o u s l y s p e a k i n g , i t w a s t h e ex i l e o f 
t h e s o u t h e r n e r s t o B a b y l o n i n t h e s i x t h c e n t u r y B.C. t h a t is t h e 
g r e a t d i v i d i n g - l i n e i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , t h e e v e n t t h a t c h a n g e d t h e 
t h e o l o g i c a l m o o d m o r e t h a n a n j r t h i n g else. 

A n A m e r i c a n n e w s p a p e r e d i t o r once s a i d t h a t t h e j o b o f a 
n e w s p a p e r is t o c o m f o r t t h e a f f l i c t e d , a n d t o a f f l i c t t h e c o m f o r t a b l e . 
W e l l , t h i s w o u l d be a g o o d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e j o b o f t h e O l d T e s t 
a m e n t p r o p h e t as w e l l : i n t i m e s o f p r o s p e r i t y he w a r n e d d a r k l y 
o f d o o m , b u t w h e n t h e people seemed w i t h o u t hope , he f e l t ca l l ed 
u p o n t o b r i n g hope . A n d so i t w a s t h a t , d u r i n g t h e t e r r i b l e d a y s o f 
t h e B a b y l o n i a n ex i le , w h e n t h e Jews s a n g h a t e f u l l y or w a n t i n g t o 
b a s h l i t t l e B a b y l o n i a n babies ' b r a i n s o u t ( t o r e f e r t o P s a l m 137, 
w h i c h P r o f . N a b i h F a r i s c i t e d i n h i s l e c t u r e here n o t m a n y weeks 
a g o ) , d u r i n g those d a y s , a n d a f t e r t h e ex i l e , t o o , w h e n i t s t i l l 
seemed t o t h e Jews t h a t God 's g r e a t e x p e r i m e n t w a s f i z z l i n g o u t , 
t h e n i t w a s t h a t t h e p r o p h e t s began t o speak i n d a z z l i n g co lors 
o f t h e g r e a t r e w a r d s t h a t G o d w o u l d b r i n g . E z e k i e l spoke o f t h e 
r e t u r n o f a l l t h e exi les , a n d t h e a u t h o r o f I s a i a h 4.0-55 d i d t o o ; 
a n d t h e p r o p h e t s b e g a n t o s i n g o f a n e w I s r a e l , w h o s e t e r r i t o r y 
w o u l d be even g r e a t e r t h a n be fore . 

F e e d i n g i n t o these poems o f t h e p o s t - e x i l i c p r o p h e t s w a s some 
p r e - e x i l i c p h r a s e o l o g y w h i c h w e c a n o n l y c a l l O r i e n t a l r h e t o r i c a n d 
b o m b a s t . T h u s , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e r e is P s a l m 72, w h i c h is p r e - e x i l i c : 
i t is a r o y a l p s a l m , c o m i n g o u t o f t h e t i m e w h e n t h e r e h a d been r e a l 
k i n g s ; a n d i t s f l a v o r is t h e f l a t t e r y o f a n y O r i e n t a l c o u r t . T h e 
s i n g e r f i r s t w i s h e s t h e k i n g l o n g l i f e b y v o i c i n g t h e hope t h a t he 
w i l l l i v e as l o n g as t h e s u n a n d m o o n e n d u r e (verse 5 ) , a n d t h e n 
o f f e r s t h e f o l l o w i n g , i n verse 8 : « M a y he [ t h e k i n g ] h a v e d o m i n i o n 
f r o m sea t o sea, a n d f r o m t h e R i v e r t o t h e ends o f t h e ear th . » T h i s , 
I r e p e a t , i s s i m p l y O r i e n t a l r h e t o r i c , f o r t h i s t e r r i t o r y e x t e n d s f r o m 
t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n Sea t o t h e I n d i a n Gean , a n d f r o m t h e E u p h r a t e s 
R i v e r t o — w h e r e v e r t h e ends o f t h e e a r t h are . B u t s u c h r h e t o r i c 
became p r o g r a m m a t i c i n p o s t - e x i l i c t i m e s o f w h a t G o d w o u l d s u r e l y 
do, t o re\Vard h i s oppressed people, u l t i m a t e l y , w h e n t h e e n d - t i m e 
comes — a n d so w e see e m e r g i n g a l l t h e a p p a r a t u s o f s u p e r n a t u r a l 
e s c h a t o l o g y — t h e m i r a c u l o u s events o f t h e c o m i n g e n d o f h i s t o r y 
— t h e r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e k i n g s h i p o f D a v i d , t h e d e f e a t o f a l l 
enemies , a n d even t h e r e - c r e a t i o n o f n a t u r e so t h a t t h e s u n w i l l sh ine 
24 h o u r s a d a y , a n d t h e sea d r y u p : a n d i t is i n t h i s f r a m e o f m i n d 
t h a t w e f i n d w r i t t e n such a passage as Z e c h a r i a h 9 :10 , w h i c h comes 
f r o m t h e l a t e P e r s i a n o r even G r e e k p e r i o d : u n i v e r s a l peace, a n d 
t h e i n d e f i n i t e e x t e n t i o n o f t h e t e r r i t o r y o f I s r a e l : 

/ will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command 
peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from 
the River to the ends of the earth. 

W e h a v e s a i d t h a t t h e p r o p h e t s c o m f o r t e d t h e a f f l i c t e d , a n d 
a f f l i c t e d t h e c o m f o r t a b l e . T h i s c o n t r a s t i n m o o d b e t w e e n t h e p o s t -
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e x i l i c a n d t h e p r e - e x i l i c p e r i o d is i l l u s t r a t e d e q u a l l y w e l l b y w h a t 
some o f t h e m h a d t o s a y a b o u t t h e c ovenant . W e h a v e a l r e a d y 
a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e idea o f t h e c o v e n a n t w a s c e n t r a l t o t h e c l a i m o f 
I s r a e l i i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , b u t t h i s idea , i n o u r d a y , m a k e s us 
u n e a s y — i t seems t o us t o o m u c h as i f G o d p l a y e d f a v o r i t e s . H o w 
c a n w e t a k e s e r i o u s l y a n y r e l i g i o u s t e s t i m o n y , w e ask , w h i c h f o cus -
ses o n a spec ia l c o n t r a c t be tween G o d a n d one p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p ? 

T h e p r o p h e t A m o s , i n t h e e i g h t h c e n t u r y B.C. , c e r t a i n l y d i d 
n o t q u e s t i o n t h e v a l i d i t y o f t h e c o v e n a n t , b u t w h a t he d i d do, 
u n f o r g e t t a b l y , w a s t o l a sh o u t a g a i n s t a n y complacency , a n y s m u g 
ness, a n y sense o f s u p e r i o r i t y t h e I s r a e l i t e s m i g h t be t e m p t e d t o 
develop because o f t h e c ovenant . T h u s , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 
t h i r d c h a p t e r o f A m o s , w e r e a d a w o r d o f j u d g m e n t f r o m G o d : 
« You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I icill 
punish you for all your iniquities.^ T h a t i s , y o u w i l l be p u n i s h e d 
because y o u h a v e been chosen b y G o d ( n o t i n s p i t e o f y o u r h a v i n g 
been chosen, b u t because o f y o u r h a v i n g been c h o s e n ) . T o be chosen 
means r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , n o t p r i v i l e g e ; a h a r d e r l i f e , n o t a n easier one ; 
a keener s w o r d o f j u d g m e n t , n o t c o m f o r t . A g a i n , i n A m o s 9 :7 , w e 
r e a d : « A r e y o u n o t l i k e t h e E t h i o p i a n s t o me , O people o f I s r a e l ? 
says t h e L o r d . D i d I n o t b r i n g u p I s r a e l f r o m t h e l a n d o f E g y p t , 
a n d t h e P h i l i s t i n e s f r o m C a p t h o r a n d t h e S y r i a n s f r o m K i r ?> T h a t 
is t o say , < Yes , o f course , I b r o u g h t t h e I s r a e l i t e s o u t o f E g y p t , b u t 
t h i s is n o t a reason f o r c omplacency : I a lso b r o u g h t t h e P h i l i s t i 
nes, o u r t r a d i t i o n a l e n e m y , f r o m t h e w e s t e r n i s lands , a n d t h e 
S y r i a n s , o u r c u r r e n t enemy , f r o m t h e d e s e r t : I h a v e been i n t h e 
m o v i n g business f o r a l o n g t i m e , a n d y o u are r e a l l y no d i f f e r e n t 
i n m y eyes t h a n a r e t h e E t h i o p i a n s f a r b e y o n d t h e h o r i z o n t o t h e 
south . » A m o s g ives no cause f o r c o m f o r t t o t h o s e I s r a e l i t e s w h o 
s a t back t o a n t i c i p a t e t h e j o y o f God 's r e w a r d s : 

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the 
day of the Lord ? It is darkness, and not light; as if a man fled from a 
lion, and a hear met him; or went into the house and leaned with his hand 
against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of the LorcLdark-
ness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it ? (5: 18-20J. 

A n d b y t h e t i m e J e r e m i a h came a l o n g , a t t h e end o f t h e s e v e n t h 
c e n t u r y B.C. , t h e p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e w a s d a r k i n d e e d : B a b y l o n i a w a s 
j u s t a b o u t t o t a k e over , a n d J e r e m i a h f e l t ca l l ed t o t h e insane t a s k 
o f t e l l i n g h i s f e l l o w - J e w s t o w e l c o m e t h e B a b y l o n i a n s as t h e agents 
o f God 's p u n i s h m e n t o n h i s o w n people. H e f e l t , w h e n t h e d e s t r u c 
t i o n f i n a l l y d i d come, t h a t i t m e a n t t h e end o f t h e c o v e n a n t w i t h 
G o d : t h e c o v e n a n t w a s a f a i l u r e , he t h o u g h t ; t h e people h a d done 
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n o t h i n g b u t b r e a k t h e c o n t r a c t w i t h G o d b y t h e i r w o r s h i p o f f e r 
t i l i t y gods a n d b y t h e i n j u s t i c e s t o each o t h e r , a n d t h e r e f o r e t h i s 
d e s t r u c t i o n , w h i c h G o d i n t e n d e d , s i g n a l e d t h e e n d : r e a l l y t h e e n d : 
t h i s is i t ; b u t , s ince G o d is f a i t h f u l t o h i s p r o m i s e s , he w o u l d d r a w 
u p a n e w c o n t r a c t , a n e w c o v e n a n t , w i t h o u t t h e loopholes o f t h e o l d , 
a c o n t r a c t w h i c h I s r a e l w o u l d n o t be able t o b r e a k as she h a d b r o k e n 
t h e o l d o n e : 

Behold, the days are coming... when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel... I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
upon their hearts; and I will be their.God, and they shall be my people. 
(31:31, 33J. 

( W e n o t e , i n p a s s i n g , t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n c l a i m is t h a t t h i s r e 
p l a c e m e n t o f t h e o l d c o n t r a c t b y a n e w one has r e a l l y been ac com
p l i s h e d b y God, i n t h e e v e n t o f Jesus C h r i s t , a n d t h a t t h e n e w 
I s r a e l - p r i m e , I suppose w e s h o u l d h a v e t o c a l l i t ! — i s , i n f a c t t h e 
C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h : b u t o f t h i s , m o r e l a t e r . ) 

A n e w c o n t r a c t ! — t h e o l d one h a d de fec t s — t h e w h o l e idea 
w a s t e r r i b l y t h r e a t e n i n g t o t h e Jews i n t h e i r ex i l e , never m e n t i o n e d 
a g a i n i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , except t o be u n d e r c u t , s t e a d i l y , b y 
l a t e r poets w h o i n s i s t e d o n t h e p e r m a n e n c e o f t h e o r i g i n a l c o v e n a n t : 
*The word of our God stands forever,•» w e r e a d i n I s h a i a h 4 0 : 8 . 

I w a n t t o p u r s u e f u r t h e r t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
t h e w a y I s r a e l w a s t o be o r g a n i z e d , b u t f i r s t l e t m e t r y t o s u m 
m a r i z e w h a t w e h a v e l e a r n e d so f a r a b o u t t h e c l a i m s o f I s r a e l 
a b o u t h e r s e l f . T h e r e seem t o be t w o m o o d s w i t h i n t h e O l d T e s t a 
m e n t a b o u t t h e m a t t e r s t h a t c o n c e r n us h e r e : t h e f i r s t , w h i c h I 
h a v e ca l l ed « a f f l i c t t h e c o m f o r t a b l e , » w h i c h suggests t h a t G o d 
is a f ree - lance d e i t y , t h a t w h a t he does a n d w h a t he w i l l s is c o n 
s t a n t l y u n e x p e c t e d a n d n o t a l w a y s r e a s s u r i n g : t h a t i f he h a s 
ca l l ed I s r a e l t o a spec ia l t a s k , i t i s a h a r d e r t a s k t h a n o t h e r n a t i o n s 
h a v e , a n d f o r t h i s t a s k she w i l l be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e ; t h a t i f t h e 
l a n d is t o be u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f I s r a e l , i t i s because she is t o be 
a s t e w a r d , a t r u s t e e , o f t h a t l a n d — i t is n o t f o r h e r t o use i n a n y 
o l d w a y she w i s h e s ; indeed , some o f t h e express ions o f t h i s m o o d 
a r e so w i l d t h a t t h e a s t o n i s h i n g t h i n g is t h a t t h e y w e r e p r e s e r v e d 
b y l a t e r g e n e r a t i o n s a t a l l . A n d t h e n t h e o t h e r m o o d is a m o r e con 
v e n t i o n a l a n d expec ted one : I h a v e ca l l ed i t « c o m f o r t t h e a f f l i c t e d * 
— w e see i t i n p r e - e x i l i c t i m e s , i n express ions o f f l a t t e r y o f I s r a e l ' s 
k i n g a n d i n d r e a m s o f m i l i t a r y g l o r y , b u t w e see i t p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
p o s t - e x i l i c t i m e s , w h e n t h e r e seemed so l i t t l e t o p o i n t t o , i n 
c u r r e n t events , t h a t s q u a r e d w i t h t h e e x p e c t a t i o n s o f t h e 
c o v e n a n t people , so t h a t a m a r v e l o u s r o s y f u t u r e w a s set f o r t h , 
p r o g r a m m a t i c a l l y , as p a r t o f t h e a s s u r e d w i l l o f G o d f o r h i s people. 
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B u t : a n d p e r h a p s t h i s is t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t t h i n g I can say 
t h i s e v e n i n g — b o t h these moods are t o be seen as r e a c t i o n s t o a 
s o v e r e i g n God o f j u d g m e n t a n d o f g race . I t m a y be t h a t t h e p r e -
ex i l i c a f f l i c t - t h e - c o m f o r t a b l e k i n d o f people w e r e m o r e conscious 
o f t h e j u d g m e n t o f G o d : w h y s h o u l d n ' t t h e y be ? — t h e n a t i o n w a s 
p r o s p e r o u s t h e n , a n d needed t o be r e m i n d e d o f i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ; 
a n d i t m a y be t h a t t h e pos t - ex i l i c c o m f o r t - t h e - a f f l i c t e d k i n d o f peo
ple w e r e m o r e conscious o f t h e g race o f G o d , w h o w o r k s f a r p a s t 
w h a t t h e n a t i o n m a y deserve. B u t t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a l w a y s u n d e r 
s t a n d s j u d g m e n t a n d g r a c e as t w i n s , a n d as t w i n a t t r i b u t e s o f t h e 
l i v i n g G o d . T h e y be long t o g e t h e r , a n d G o d o f f e r s b o t h . T h e rescue 
f r o m E g y p t w a s grace , evidence o f t h e love o f G o d ; t h e g i v i n g o f t h e 
l a n d w a s g r a c e ; t h e ex i le t o B a b y l o n w a s j u d g m e n t ; t h e rescue 
f r o m B a b y l o n w a s grace . A l w a y s i t is t h e same G o d a t w o r k : a n d 
n e v e r w a s a p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m s o v e r e i g n : i t is God w h o is s overe ign , 
n o t a p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m , a n d he a l w a y s s t a n d s as L o r d a n d Judgfe 
over e v e r y p o l i t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t . A s t h e book o f D e u t e r o n o m y says 

Take heed lest you forget the Lord your God... lest, when you have 
eaten and are full, and have built goodly houses and live in them, and 
when your herds and flocks multiply... then your heart be lifted up, and 
you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
Beware lest you say in your heart. My poiver and the might of my hand 
have gotten me this wealth.' You shall remember the Lord your Cod, 
for it is he who gives you power to get wealth; that he may confirm his 
covenant which he sioore to your fathers. (8:11-1!/, 17-18). 

Y e t , i f G o d is u n d e r s t o o d as t h e L o r d o f h i s t o r y w h o has co
v e n a n t e d w i t h a people, t h i s people m u s t have some k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l 
o r d e r : w e have a l r e a d y e x a m i n e d t h e debate w i t h i n t h e O l d T e s t a 
m e n t as t o w h e t h e r k i n g s h i p w a s a g o o d t h i n g o r a b a d t h i n g ; n o w 
l e t me t u r n t o a m o r e g e n e r a l f o r m o f t h e same q u e s t i o n , w h i c h 
arose w h e n k i n g s h i p w a s w i p e d o u t a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s i x t h 
c e n t u r y B . C . : Does t h e people o f G o d r e q u i r e a g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
b o r d e r s , a n d a n a r m y ? — p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y , i n s h o r t ? T h e ques
t i o n , o f course , w a s f o r c e d u p o n t h e m b y t h e ex i le i n B a b y l o n , a n d 
i t c o n t i n u e d t o a g i t a t e t h e Jews t h r o u g h t h e r e s t o f t h e O l d T e s t a 
m e n t p e r i o d , t h r o u g h t h e M a c c a b e a n t i m e s , t h r o u g h t i m e o f t h e 
w a r s w i t h R o m e , a n d , o f course , d o w n t o t h e p r e s e n t d a y . 

N o w t h e r e w a s no r e a l choice open t o t h e Jews d u r i n g t h e 
B a b y l o n i a n , t h e P e r s i a n , t h e G r e e k p e r i o d s : t h e y h a d t o m a k e 
do w i t h e x i s t i n g as a p e c u l i a r p o p u l a t i o n i n a p a r t i c u l a r p r o v i n c e 
o f a h e a t h e n e m p i r e . B u t t h e s t r a n g e t h i n g i s , t h e y d i scovered . 
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t h e y c o u l d m a i n t a i n t h e i r c o v e n a n t a l i n t e g r i t y i n t h i s n e w w a y , 
w i t h o u t p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y , m o r e o r less i n d e f i n i t e l y . P r o f . F a r i s 
m e n t i o n e d E z r a , c h a p t e r s 9-10, i n h i s l e c t u r e h e r e , as a c h a r t e r 
f o r r a c i a l e x c l u s i v i s m , a n d so i t i s . B u t w e m u s t see i t i n i t s c o n t e x t , 
as p a r t o f t h e g r o w i n g pa ins o f l e a r n i n g h o w t o be t h i s n e w s o r t o f 
c o m m u n i t y , t h i s c o m m u n i t y - w i t h - c o v e n a n t a l - i n t e g r i t y - b u t - w i t h o u t -
p o l i t i c a l - i n t e g r i t y . T h e y f o u n d t h e y c o u l d be, b y r a l l y i n g a r o u n d t h e 
r e b u i l t T e m p l e a n d i t s c u l t , b y i n s t r u c t i n g each o t h e r i n t h e L a w , 
b y k e e p i n g t h e S a b b a t h . A n d E z r a w a s r i g h t l y c oncerned t h a t t h i s 
c o v e n a n t a l i n t e g r i t y n o t be l o s t b y m i x e d m a r r i a g e s . W e m a y r e g r e t 
h i s m e t h o d s , b u t w e m u s t u n d e r s t a n d t h a t he w a s f a c e d w i t h a n 
a b s o l u t e l y n e w set o f h i s t o r i c a l d e m a n d s , a n d t h a t t h i s w a s h i s 
response. 

A n d w e m u s t n o t f o r g e t , e i t h e r , a n a n t i - E z r a p a m p h l e t w h i c h 
w a s b e i n g c i r c u l a t e d i n t h a t d a y — I m e a n t h a t w i l d l y f u n n y l i t t l e 
book , t h e book o f J o n a h . — I do n o t s a y « w i l d l y f u n n y » because o f 
t h e episode w i t h J o n a h a n d t h e g r e a t f i s h — t h a t is n o t m y i m 
m e d i a t e c o n c e r n a t a l l . M y c o n c e r n is w h a t t h e book as a w h o l e is 
a b o u t — a p a r a b l e o f a p r o p h e t ca l l ed b y G o d t o p r e a c h t o t h e k i n g 
o f A s s y r i a — A s s y r i a , t h e t e r r i b l e m i l i t a r y m a c h i n e t h a t h a d 
s w a l l o w e d u p t h e n o r t h e r n k i n g d o m , t h a t k e p t t h e s o u t h e r n k i n g d o m 
i n p u p p e t s t a t u s f o r decades — t h i s p r o p h e t w a s ca l l ed b y G o d t o 
p r e a c h repentance t o t h e k i n g o f A s s y r i a — l i k e a s k i n g G e n g h i s 
K h a n please t o r e p e n t , o r — s h a l l I be t o p i c a l ? — i t ' s l i k e a s k i n g 
a n A r a b C h r i s t i a n t o w a l k s o u t h t o ask repentance o f Moshe 
D a y a n . T h i s l i t t l e p a m p h l e t suggests t h a t t h e best w a y t o be a 
c o v e n a n t c o m m u n i t y is n o t t o l o ck o u r doors a n d keep t h e good 
n e w s o f t h e G o d o f t h e c o v e n a n t t o ourse lves , b u t t o t h r o w open 
o u r doors t o t h e w o r l d , even t o A s s y r i a . A n d i f w e are t o be f a i r t o 
t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i n t h e pos t - ex i l i c c r i s i s o f t h e v e r y ex istence o f 
I s r a e l i , w e h a d b e t t e r t a k e a g o o d l o o k a t t h e b o o k o f J o n a h as w e l l 
as t o E z r a 9-10. 

Does I s r a e l need p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y ? — t h e q u e s t i o n o f course 
became a l i ve issue a g a i n i n t h e M a c c a b e a n p e r i o d , i n t h e second 
c e n t u r y B.C. T h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y d i v i d e d q u i t e severe ly i n t o 
t h r e e g r o u p s : t h e H e l l e n i z e r s — t h e y o u n g m e n w h o l i k e d G r e e k 
c i v i l i z a t i o n , a n d G r e e k ideas, a n d G r e e k a t h l e t i c e v e n t s ; t h e p o l i 
t i c a l p a t r i o t s l i k e J u d a s Maccabeus , w h o f e l t t h e r e w a s no f u t u r e 
f o r t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y w i t h o u t p o l i t i c a l f r e e d o m , a n d t h a t G o d 
he lps t h e m w h o he lp t h e m s e l v e s ; a n d t h e H a s i d i m , t h e « P ious 
Ones,» w h o w e r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n p o l i t i c a l ques t i ons a t a l l , f e e l i n g 
t h a t G o d w o u l d solve t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o b l e m i f t h e J e w w e r e f a i t h f u l 
t o h i s r e l i g i o u s o b l i g a t i o n s . A g a i n , l a t e r o n i n Jesus ' d a y , w e see 
t h e same s e c t a r i a n d i v i s i o n s ; t h e r e w e r e t h e Sadducees, w h o w e r e 
c o n t e n t t o l e t R o m e r u l e so l o n g as t h e y c o u l d keep t h e i r o w n 
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p r i v i l e g e s ; t h e Zea lo t s , w h o w a n t e d t o s t a r t a r e v o l t a g a i n s t R o m e ; 
a n d t h e Phar i sees , w h o f e l t c o n t e n t t o s u f f e r , k n o w i n g t h a t G o d 
w o u l d rescue t h e m i f t h e y r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l t o h i m . A n d each o f 
these g r o u p s f o u n d subs tance f o r i t s p o s i t i o n i n m a t e r i a l f r o m t h e 
O l d T e s t a m e n t . 

N o w , i f w e h a v e n o t s u r v e y e d O l d T e s t a m e n t t h e o l o g y i n i t s 
e n t i r e t y , w e h a v e a t l eas t d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e v a r i e t y o f c o n v i c t i o n 
w i t h i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , t h e v a r i e d voices t h a t speak o f h o w 
h i s t o r y s h o w s t h e w o r k o f G o d , a n d h o w I s r a e l is t o r e s p o n d w i t h i n 
h i s t o r y t o t h i s w o r k o f G o d . 

m 

W e come n o w t o t h e l a s t k i n d o f q u e s t i o n w e h a v e set f o r o u r 
selves t h i s e v e n i n g : g r a n t e d t h e k i n d o f c l a i m I s r a e l m a k e s a b o u t 
herse l f , t h i s c l a i m m a y be o n l y a h i s t o r i c a l c u r i o s i t y n o w , o n l y a n 
i n t e r e s t i n g e v e n t i n t h e r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y o f t h e p a s t : g r a n t e d t h i s 
c l a i m , has i t a n y v a l u e t o d a y ? Does t h i s O l d T e s t a m e n t m a t e r i a l 
h a v e a n y re levance t o t h e p o l i c y o f I s r a e l , o r t o us? 

N o w t h i s i s a n e w k i n d o f q u e s t i o n f o r us t h i s e v e n i n g . U p t o 
n o w w e h a v e been d e a l i n g w i t h q u e s t i o n s o f h i s t o r y , w h i c h a re open 
t o h i s t o r i c a l v a l i d a t i o n . W e d e a l t w i t h t h e t u r n o f p o l i t i c a l events 
i n a n c i e n t t i m e s , a n d w e can v e r i f y these events w i t h h i s t o r i c a l t oo l s . 
W e d e a l t w i t h t h e r e l i g i o u s c l a i m s o f I s r a e l , a n d w e c a n v e r i f y these 
c l a i m s b y re ference t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . B u t n o w w e are r a i s i n g 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s t r u t h , a q u e s t i o n o f va lue a n d s u c h a ques
t i o n c a n n o t be a n s w e r e d i n t h e same k i n d o f w a y . Spec i f i ca l l y , I 
c a n n o t p r o v e o r d i s p r o v e t h e existence o f t h e G o d o f t h e O l d T e s t a 
m e n t t o everyone ' s s a t i s f a c t i o n . B u t s t i l l , w e m u s t t r y t o f i n d o u t 
w h e t h e r t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t c a n be used t o d a y , a n d i f so, h o w : a n d 
so, t o g e t a t t h i s set o f p r o b l e m s , w h i c h a re b o t h d e s c r i p t i v e ( h o w do 
people use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t o d a y ?) a n d n o r m a t i v e ( h o w s h o u l d 
people use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t o d a y ? ) , I s h a l l o f f e r a s i m p l e p r o 
p o s i t i o n , a n d t h e n e x p a n d o n i t , a n d t h a t is t h i s : Some c o m m u n i t i e s 
t o d a y do n o t use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a t a l l ; o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s do 
use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d use i t i n a v a r i e t y o f w a y s , b u t some o f 
these uses a r e respons ib le ones, w h i l e some a r e n o t . 

F i r s t , o b v i o u s l y , some c o m m u n i t i e s do n o t use t h e O l d T e s t a 
m e n t a t a l l ; s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r us h e r e t o n i g h t , M u s l i m s a n d secular 
n o n - Z i o n i s t s . T o t h e M u s l i m , t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is m i s l e a d i n g , a n d 
a n y c l a i m based o n i t , w h e t h e r b y t h e Z i o n i s t o r a n y o n e else, i s 
i r r e l e v a n t . I f one believes t h a t G o d spoke t h r o u g h t h e J e w i s h s c r i p 
t u r e s , b u t o n l y i n c o m p l e t e l y , a n d i f one bel ieves , f u r t h e r , t h a t these 

s c r i p t u r e s h a v e been t a m p e r e d w i t h i n l a t e r t i m e s , t h e n a n y a r g u 
m e n t a t i o n based o n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is s u r e l y a s n a r e a n d a de
l u s i o n ; a n d t h e M u s l i m is b a f f l e d b y a r e l i g i o u s c l a i m w h i c h is t i e d 
u p so c losely t o a g i v e n piece o f l a n d . 

A n d , b y t h e same t o k e n , t h e secu lar n o n - Z i o n i s t , w h o a c k n o w 
ledges no t r a n s c e n d e n t G o d , r e m a i n s i m m o v e d b y t h e t h e o c e n t r i c i t y 
o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d is i r r i t a t e d b y those w h o seem t o be 
d r a g g i n g G o d i n t o t h e a r g u m e n t . T h e secular n o n - Z i o n i s t assumes 
t h a t t h e p r o b l e m o f P a l e s t i n e is e s s e n t i a l l y a p o l i t i c a l one, a n d he 
sees no w a y t o dea l w i t h a n o p p o n e n t w h o uses a r g u m e n t a t i o n based 
u p o n a r e l i g i o u s c l a i m . 

B u t , j u s t as o b v i o u s l y , b o t h Jews a n d C h r i s t i a n s a c k n o w l e d g e 
t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . E a c h o f these c o m m u n i t i e s r e 
presents a p a t t e r n o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t w h i c h 
meets i t s o w n needs o f w i t n e s s ; a n d t h e c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n these t w o 
c o m m u n i t i e s is a t least p a r t l y encouraged b y t h e v a r i e t y o f voices 
w i t h i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t i t s e l f , a v a r i e t y w h i c h leads t o v a r y i n g 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s o f t h e u l t i m a t e « m e a n i n g » o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . 
F o r e x a m p l e , t h e C h r i s t i a n , as we h a v e suggested , agrees w i t h 
J e r e m i a h t h a t t h e o l d c o v e n a n t w a s a f a i l u r e , a n d t h a t G o d n o t o n l y 
p r o m i s e d a n e w covenant , b u t has a c t u a l l y c o n t r a c t e d one, i n Jesus 
C h r i s t ; t h e J e w , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , sees no reason t o f o l l o w 
J e r e m i a h l i t e r a l l y h e r e , b u t agrees i n s t e a d w i t h I s a i a h 40 t h a t « the 
w o r d o f o u r G o d s t a n d s f o r e v e r >. T h e C h r i s t i a n sees t h e w h o l e 
n a t u r e o f t h e c o v e n a n t - r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n G o d a n d h i s people as 
h a v i n g been r a d i c a l l y t r a n s p o s e d , so t h a t t h e L a w , as t h e Jews have 
u n d e r s t o o d i t , is seen t o h a v e been a t best a t e m p o r a r y m a k e s h i f t , 
a n d a t w o r s t a de lus i on . T h e C h r i s t i a n sees m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e co
venant -peop le t o be open t o a n y o n e , o f a n y t r i b e o r n a t i o n , w h o 
acknowledges God 's i n v i t a t i o n t o be a d o p t e d i n t o m e m b e r s h i p . T h e 
C h r i s t i a n , i f a sked w h e t h e r t h e people o f G o d need b o r d e r s , a n d 
a r m y , a n d g o v e r n m e n t , w o u l d a n s w e r « no » , t h a t t h i s is t h e res 
p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e s t a t e , n o t t h e c h u r c h — t h o u g h t h e r e h a v e been 
some a l a r m i n g l y i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n s t a t e a n d c h u r c h i n 
t h e course o f C 3 i r i s t i a n h i s t o r y ; w h i l e w h e n t h e J e w is asked t h e 
q u e s t i o n , t h e n he is n o t so s u r e o f t h e a n s w e r . I r epeat , b o t h t h e 
J e w a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n a re able t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r respec t ive r e l i g i o u s 
a f f i r m a t i o n s o u t o f a se lect ive r e a d i n g o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , w h i c h , 
as w e h a v e seen, is idea l f o r se lect ive r e a d i n g . 

B u t , j u s t as s u r e l y as C h r i s t i a n s a n d Jews d i v e r g e f r o m each 
o t h e r i n t h e i r use a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , so each 
c o m m u n i t y is also d i v i d e d w i t h i n i t s e l f as t o a p r o p e r u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g o f t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . One c a n i m a g i n e t h e de 
bates f o r t h e p a s t t w e n t y c e n t u r i e s w i t h i n t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
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o v e r s u c h q u e s t i o n s , a n d t h e debates w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m 
m u n i t y as w e l l : b u t w e m u s t c on f ine ourse lves n o w s i m p l y t o t h e 
c u r r e n t scene. L e t m e b e g i n w i t h t h e J e w s , a n d d e a l f i r s t w i t h t h e 
Z i o n i s t J e w . ; ; v . 

Z i o n i s m is a p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m w h i c h has m a d e a n a p p e a l t o 
e v e r y g r o u p o f J e w s , w h a t e v e r t h e i r r e l i g i o u s o u t l o o k o r l a c k t h e r e 
o f . Z i o n i s m p o i n t s t o t h e s t e a d y p e r s e c u t i o n a n d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
a g a i n s t J e w s i n w h a t e v e r c o u n t r y ; p o i n t s t o t h e a t t a c h m e n t o f t h e 
Jews t o t h e l a n d o f P a l e s t i n e f r o m as e a r l y a t i m e as Jews w e r e 
conscious o f t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ; appeals t o t h e s t e a d y l o n g i n g o f 
t h e J e w s f o r a r e t u r n t o t h i s l a n d , a l o n g i n g r e f l e c t e d i n t h e p o s t -
e x i l i c p r o p h e t s a n d seers a n d r e f l e c t e d i n t h e d r i n k i n g t o a s t w h i c h 
w a s o f f e r e d e v e r y y e a r o n t h e eve o f Passover f o r t h e p a s t t w o 
t h o u s a n d y e a r s , « N e x t y e a r i n J e r u s a l e m . * T h i s Z i o n i s t appea l is 
n o t based u p o n spec i f i c b i b l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , b u t s i m p l y assumes 
a b i b l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : i t appeals t o s e n t i m e n t , t o e t h n i c s o l i d a r i t y , 
t o t h e y e a r n i n g o f t h e J e w f o r a place t o c a l l h o m e w h e r e he need 
n o t apo log ize f o r b e i n g J e w i s h . One c o u l d eas i l y r a i s e t h e q u e s t i o n 
as t o w h e t h e r J u d a i s m , as a r e l i g i o n t a k e n h i s t o r i c a l l y i n i t s o w n 
categor ies , i s n o t b e i n g hope less ly d i s t o r t e d b y b e i n g f o r c e d i n t o t h e 
m o l d o f a spec i f i c p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m . G r a n t e d ; b u t w h a t w e s i m p l y 
a f f i r m n o w is t h a t Z i o n i s m uses t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t o n l y i n c i d e n t a l l y : 
Z i o n i s m appeals r a t h e r t o J e w i s h e t h n i c s o l i d a r i t y a n d t o t h e deep 
e x i s t e n t i a l f e a r o f genocide . B u t w e can go o n t o s a y t h i s : Z i o n i s m 
does n o t w a n t t o l i s t e n t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , does n o t w a n t t o g r a s p 
t h e n a t u r e o f t h e debates c a r r i e d o n w i t h i n i t s pages — because i t 
does n o t w a n t t o be s u b j e c t t o t h e G o d o f j u d g m e n t a n d g r a c e t h e r e 
revea led . N o , i f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t speaks o f a n e s c h a t o l o g i c a l r e 
t u r n o f God 's people t o t h e l a n d , i t w i l l be because G o d has done i t ; 
b u t Z i o n i s m t r i e s t o f o r c e God 's h a n d . 

if-

L e t m e be q u i t e spec i f i c , a n d d e a l n o w w i t h I s r a e l . I s r a e l as 
a p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y does n o t a c k n o w l e d g e t h e G o d o f j u d g m e n t a n d o f 
g race . O b v i o u s l y n o t . I s r a e l has g a i n e d h e r v i c t o r i e s b y h e r o w n 
h a n d a n d s t r o n g r i g h t a r m ; she does w h a t she does o u t o f h e r ov^n 
c o n c e p t i o n o f m i l i t a r y necess i ty a n d o f p o l i t i c a l s e l f - i n t e r e s t , b u t 
w i t h o u t a n y sense o f t h e j u d g m e n t a n d g r a c e o f G o d : h e r v i c t o r i e s 
a r e n o t u n d e r s t o o d as God 's g r a c e t o h e r , p a s t h e r d e s e r v i n g , n o r 
does I s r a e l , as a s t a t e , h a v e a n y awareness t h a t h e r v i c t o r i e s s t a n d 
u n d e r t h e j u d g m e n t o f G o d . I s r a e l c o n d u c t s herSel f as a n y o t h e r 
n a t i o n - s t a t e does, w i t h s e l f - i n t e r e s t u p p e r m o s t . I n d e e d ( a n d t h i s i s 
t h e i r o n y ) I s r a e l is no m o r e capable o f r e p e n t a n c e n o w t h a n I s a i a h 
o r J e r e m i a h f o u n d I s r a e l t o be i n t h e i r d a y . T h e p r e s e n t I s r a e l i 
g o v e r n m e n t m a i n t a i n s a g r e a t dea l o f i n t e r e s t i n b i b l i c a l g e o g r a p h y 
a n d b i b l i c a l h i s t o r y , b u t no i n t e r e s t i n t h e G o d w h o can be m e t 
w i t h i n t h e pages o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . T h e r e f o r e , I say , f o r I s r a e l 
t o use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t as she h a s done , is t o m i s u s e t h e O l d Tes 
te 

t a m e n t , because t h e w i t n e s s o f I s r a e l , i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t is a 
w i t n e s s t o a G o d o f j u d g m e n t a n d o f g race . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e o l o g i c a l l y , I s r a e l is n o t I s r a e l , . T h e r e m a y be 
c u l t u r a l c o n t i n u i t y be tween t h e a n c i e n t n a t i o n a n d t h e m o d e r n 
n a t i o n ; t h e r e m a y be soc io log i ca l o r e t h n i c c o n t i n u i t y , b u t n o t 
t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t i n u i t y . T h i s is w h y i t is necessary to d i s t i n g u i s h 
be tween t h e t w o . T h i s is w h y , w h e n a C h r i s t i a n reads t h e O l d Tes
t a m e n t , he is n o t r e a d i n g a b o u t I s r a e l ; b u t o f t h i s , m o r e i n a 
m o m e n t . , „ , , , , , „ ; . ^ . ; , > : ^ l , • . . . 

F i r s t , t h o u g h , w e s h o u l d h a v e a l ook a t some selected g r o u p s 
w i t h i n t h e I s r a e l i p o p u l a t i o n — because t h e pol ic ies o f a g o v e r n 
m e n t m a y n o t r e f l e c t t h e bel ie f a n d o u t l o o k o f some speci f ic seg
m e n t s o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , l e t us l ook a t I s r a e l i j a , ,b , jC , 
a n d id. I s r a e l i j a is a n a v o w e d s e c u l a r i s t , a n d he f o r m s a b o u t 9 0 % 
o f t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n : a n d w h e n we ask w h a t he 
does w i t h t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , t h e a n s w e r is t h a t he does w i t h i t 
w h a t h i s g o v e r n m e n t does — he sees i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t n a t i o n 
a l i s t i c l o re f r o m t h e p a s t . I s r a e l l a is a n e n t h u s i a s t i c a r c h e o l o g i s t . 
B u t does he have a n y e t h i c a l uneasiness a b o u t t h e pol ic ies o f h i s 
g o v e r n m e n t ? F r o m a l l r e p o r t s , he does n o t . I n s h o r t , t h e d i m e n s i o n 
o f God 's j u d g m e n t a n d grace , a b o u t w h i c h w e have been s p e a k i n g , 
is absent f r o m h i s t h i n k i n g a l t o g e t h e r . 

I s r a e l l b is a n o r t h o d o x J e w , a n d he f o r m s a b o u t 1 0 % o f t h e 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n . H e keeps t h e t r a d i t i o n a l J e w i s h 
l a w set f o r t h i n t h e T a l m u d , w h i c h , i t s e l f , u l t i m a t e l y , i s c o m m e n t a r y 
o n t h e L a w f o u n d i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . T h u s I s r a e l l b believes h i m 
sel f t o be u t t e r l y f a i t h f u l t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d t o t h e G o d r e 
vea led t h e r e i n ; b u t he is so concerned w i t h h o w t h e s t a t e s h o u l d 
l eg i s la te such m a t t e r s as p i g - f a r m i n g a n d open c inemas on t h e 
S a b b a t h t h a t he has no m e n t a l e q u i p m e n t l e f t f o r a s k i n g h o w t h e 
m i l i t a r y p o l i c y o f t h e s t a t e , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l pol ic ies o f t h e s t a t e , 
s h o u l d come u n d e r t h e s c r u t i n y o f G o d ; f o r t h e T a l m u d does n o t 
l eg i s la te these m a t t e r s . A s a r e s u l t , t h e n , h o w e v e r f a i t h f u l I s r a e l l b 
m a y be t o t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a g a i n s t e a t i n g p o r k 
o r b r e a k i n g t h e S a b b a t h , he is w i l d l y i r r e l e v a n t t o t h e - k i n d o f p o l i 
t i c a l ques t i ons a b o u t w h i c h t h e pre - ex i l i c p r o p h e t s w e r e concerned, 
a n d he i s c o n t e n t t o l e t t h e g o v e r n m e n t m a k e t h e decis ions. 

Israel i jC is p r o b a b l y a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a v e r y s m a l l g r o u p o f 
peop le : he is a f o l l o w e r o f M a r t i n B u b e r , w h o d i ed , alas , i n 1965, a 
m a n deep ly sens i t ive t o t h e G o d o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , w h o k n e w 
w e l l t h e m e a n i n g o f God 's s c r u t i n y o n a l l aspects o f l i f e . B u b e r 
f o u n d e d a m o v e m e n t m a n y y e a r s ago ca l l ed I h u d ( « U n i o n » ) , f o r 



g e n u i n e u n i t y , m u t u a l c o n c e r n , a n d c o m m o n cause b e t w e e n Jews 
a n d A r a b s . H e w r o t e t o G a n d h i i n 1939, « W e have no des i re t o d i s 
possess t h e m ( t h e A r a b s ) : w e w a n t t o l i v e w i t h t h e m . W e do n o t 
w a n t t o d o m i n a t e t h e m , w e w a n t t o serve w i t h t h e m . » ( Q u o t e d i n 
I s r a e l a n d t h e W o r l d , Schocken B o o k s , p . 233.) I n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e 
D e i r Y a s i n massacre , he w r o t e , « I c a n n o t t h i n k a b o u t t h i s w i t h o u t 
f e e l i n g m y s e l f g u i l t y . O u r f i g h t i n g f a i t h i n t h e s p i r i t w a s t oo w e a k , 
t o p r e v e n t t h e o u t b r e a k a n d s p r e a d o f fa l se demonic t e a c h i n g . * 
( I b i d . , p . 257) I say , t h e r e m u s t be m e n l i k e h i m t o d a y l i v i n g across 
t h e b o r d e r ; I h a v e h e a r d , f o r e x a m p l e , o f t h e e t h i c a l c oncern o f t h e 
R e f o r m r a b b i o f W e s t J e r u s a l e m . W e m u s t n o t f o r g e t t h e ex istence 
o f s u c h m e n , m e n w h o k n o w t h a t t h e m e a s u r e o f r i g h t e o u s n e s s i n 
t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t w a s never h o w one l ooks a f t e r h i s k i n s m e n alone , 
b u t h o w one l o o k s a f t e r t h e w i d o w , a n d t h e o r p h a n , a n d t h e 
s t r a n g e r w i t h i n one 's gates . 

I s r a e l i i d w e o u g h t t o m e n t i o n t o o : he is a m e m b e r o f t h e M a p a m 
p a r t y ( t h e l e f t - w i n g S o c i a l i s t ) . These f o l k m a i n t a i n k i b b u t z i m , a n d 
I a m t o l d b y a C 2 i r i s t i a n f r i e n d w h o s t u d i e d i n I s r a e l f o r a y e a r t h a t 
t h e M a p a m - k i b b u t z n i k s a re t h e o n l y g r o u p he f o u n d i n I s r a e l w h o 
w e r e s e r i o u s l y concerned a b o u t s o u n d r e l a t i o n s be tween Jews a n d 
A r a b s , r e l a t i o n s n o t po isoned b y p r e j u d i c e a n d p a t e r n a l i s m . F i n e : 
G o d does n o t need a m a n t o a c k n o w l e d g e h i m i n o r d e r t o do h i s w i l l ; 
i f K a r l M a r x leads one t o do God 's w i l l , t h i s does n o t b o t h e r G o d 
a t a l l . L e t us n o t f o r g e t , t h e n , these s a v i n g r e m n a n t s w i t h i n I s r a e l . 

One c o u l d r e p o r t s i m i l a r d i s t i n c t i o n s a m o n g Jews l i v i n g i n t h e 
W e s t , o u t s i d e I s r a e l . M a n y Jews i n t h e W e s t , l i k e m o s t i n t h e s t a t e 
o f I s r a e l , a r e q u i t e s e c u l a r i s t , a n d , even i f he Is n o t a c t i v e l y Z i o n i s t , 
t h e W e s t e r n J e w s u p p o r t s t h e s t a t e o f I s r a e l s i m p l y because t h e 
I s r a e l i s a r e h i s k i n s f o l k . A n d I do n o t t h i n k t h e r e is m u c h w e C h r i s t 
i ans c a n do t o change h i s m i n d . C u r i o u s l y , I h a d t h e f e e l i n g t h a t t h e 
J e w i n t h e U n i t e d S ta tes w i l l be t h e l a s t t o l e a r n w h a t is r e a l l y g o i n g 
o n i n t h e N e a r E a s t ; suscept ib le t o s e n t i m e n t a l p r o p a g a n d a , open t o 
a n appea l based u p o n h i s f e a r s f o r h i s k i n , o r based u p o n h i s sense 
o f g u i l t f o r h i s r e l a t i v e l y easy l i f e , he is a Z i o n i s t o r a f e l l o w - t r a v e l e r 
o f Z i o n i s m . W e m a y r e g r e t t h a t he feels t h i s w a y ; w e m a y s h o w v e r y 
l i t t l e s y m p a t h y f o r h i s f e e l i n g , b u t t h i s is t h e w a y he is . 

B u t w e s h o u l d also be a w a r e o f m a n y voices, some o f t h e m 
q u i t e l o n e l y , w i t h i n t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s o f t h e W e s t , w h i c h 
speak o u t a g a i n s t t h e pol ic ies o f I s r a e l . Some o f us k n o w o f R a b b i 
E l m e r B e r g e r ' s g r o u p i n t h e U n i t e d S ta tes , t h e A m e r i c a n C o i m c i l 
f o r J u d a i s m , w h i c h i n s i s t s t h a t J u d a i s m is a r e l i g i o n , t h a t t h e A m e 
r i c a n J e w m u s t n o t h a v e a double l o y a l t y , t o t w o s t a t e s , b u t m u s t be 
a n A m e r i c a n w h o s e r e l i g i o n is J e w i s h . ( Y o u m a y h a v e seen h i s 
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a r t i c l e , ca l l ed « I s r a e l : t h e F u l f i l m e n t o f B i b l i c a l P r o p h e c y ? » i n 
t h e b o o k l e t e d i t e d b y S a m i H a d a w i , P a l e s t i n e a n d t h e B i b l e ) . 

One f i n d s o t h e r u n e x p e c t e d voices b e i n g r a i s e d i n t h e U n i t e d 
States . I n a « N e w L e f t » s t u d e n t paper p u b l i s h e d i n S a n F r a n c i s c o , 
ca l l ed « T h e M o v e m e n t » , i n t h e issue f o r l a s t N o v e m b e r , I f o u n d 
t h e f o l l o w i n g : « A s a J e w deeply b o u n d t o h i s people a n d t o t h e i r 
t r a d i t i o n s I do n o t bel ieve I s r a e l h a s a r i g h t t o e x i s t a t t h e expense 
o f one a n d a h a l f m i l l i o n A r a b s . I f i t c o u l d n o t be done except a t t h a t 
p r i c e I w o u l d r a t h e r i t n o t be done.Because t h a t p r i c e is c h a n g i n g 
t h e Jews o f I s r a e l . T h e y are p r o u d o f t h e i r m i l i t a r i s m , d i s c r i m i n a t 
o r y a g a i n s t t h e d a r k e r - s k i n n e d , r a c i s t t o w a r d t h e A r a b s i n t h e i r 
l a n d a n d o u t . . . * ( p p . 2 , 1 4 ) A g a i n , n o t a l l these voices are r e l i g i o u s l y 
o r i e n t e d , b u t t h e y serve God ' s purposes . 

I t h i n k b y n o w y o u c a n sense t h a t I f e e l t h e r e is a s a v i n g r e m 
n a n t a m o n g t h e Jews o f o u r t i m e , b o t h i n I s r a e l a n d i n t h e W e s t , 
t h a t use t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t r e s p o n s i b l y . T h e r e a re C h r i s t i a n s , I 
k n o w , t h a t assume b y d e f i n i t i o n t h a t n o J e w c a n use t h e O l d Tes 
t a m e n t r e s p o n s i b l y , s i m p l y because no J e w acknowledges Jesus as 
M e s s i a h . I c a n n o t b r i n g m y s e l f t o f e e l t h a t t h i s k i n d o f a p r i o r i 
r e a c t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n s is h e l p f u l w h e n d i s c u s s i n g Z i o n i s m . I f a J e w 
s h o w s h i m s e l f respons ive t o t h e G o d o f j u d g m e n t a n d g r a c e , t h e n I , 
f o r one, p r a i s e t h e L o r d a n d a m g r a t e f u l f o r h i s response. 

N o w l e t us t u r n t o t h e use C h r i s t i a n s m a k e o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n f a c e d w i t h t h e issue o f Z i o n i s m . F i r s t o f aU, l e t 
m e p i c k u p a n o b s e r v a t i o n I h a v e a l r e a d y made . W e w h o are 
C h r i s t i a n m u s t t a k e s e r i o u s l y t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t a f f i r m a t i o n t h a t 
i t is t h e c h u r c h , w e ourse lves , w h o are t h e t r u e I s r a e l — I s r a e l -
p r i m e , as I w h i m s i c a l l y ca l l ed us . B u t i f m y code n u m b e r s t h i s 
e v e n i n g a r e w h i m s i c a l t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n is n o t . I t is t h e i d e n t i f i c a 
t i o n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t i t s e l f m a k e s . P a u l , a t t h e end o f h i s 
l e t t e r t o t h e G a l a t i a n c h u r c h , w r i t e s , «Circumcis ion is n o t h i n g ; 
u n c i r c u m c i s i o n is n o t h i n g ; t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t c o u n t s is new 
c r e a t i o n ! W h o e v e r t h e y a r e w h o t a k e t h i s p r i n c i p a l f o r t h e i r 
g u i d e , p e a c e - a n d m e r c y be u p o n t h e m , a n d u p o n t h e w h o l e I s r a e l 
o f G o d . * (6 :15 -16 N E B ) T h e r e y o u h a v e i t : w h a t m a t t e r s is n o t 
w h e t h e r y o u are a J e w o r a n o n - J e w , b u t t h e w a y i n w h i c h G o d 
has r e c o n s t i t u t e d t h e w h o l e n a t u r e o f t h e c o v e n a n t people , a n d 
w e are i t , t h e I s r a e l o f G o d . W e h a v e s a i d t h a t I s r a e l is n o t i n 
t h e o l o g i c a l c o n t i n u i t y w i t h I s r a e l . N o w w e m u s t a f f i r m t h a t 
I s r a e l - p r i m e , t h e c h u r c h , is i n c o n t i n u i t y w i t h I s r a e l i n t h e 
sense t h a t w e a r e t h e c o m m u n i t y c h a r g e d t o c o n t i n u e t o be a t 
t e n t i v e t o t h e voice o f t h e G o d o f j u d g m e n t a n d g r a c e w h o can 
be m e t i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t . 
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N o w h o w has t h i s w o r k e d o u t i n p a r c t i c e ? W e l l ( o f course 
t h e r e a r e a l a r g e n u m b e r o f C h r i s t i a n s e v e r y w h e r e w h o , as w e 
h a v e sugges ted , r e j e c t t h i s N e w T e s t a m e n t t e a c h i n g , a n d s i m p l y 
i g n o r e t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , b u t I hope I h a v e m a d e i t c l ear t h a t I 
cons ider t h i s escapism t o be t h e o l o g i c a l l y w r o n g a n d a r e j e c t i o n 
o f o u r c a l l i n g . 

T h e n t h e r e a r e a g r e a t n u m b e r o f C h r i s t i a n s , a las , p a r t i c u l a r 
l y c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s i n W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n d t h e U n i t e d 
S ta tes — b u t t h e y are t o be f o u n d i n A r a b c h u r c h e s h e r e as w e l l — 
w h o see t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t as q u i t e r e l e v a n t t o p r e s e n t events 
because t h e y a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t p r e s e n t events a r e a f u l f i l l m e n t 
o f O l d T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e c y . These «Christ ian Z i o n i s t s , * i f I m a y 
so c a l l t h e m , a r e t h e v i c t i m s , I s u b m i t , o f a fa l se u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d I do n o t need t o go o v e r t h e a r g u m e n 
t a t i o n a g a i n : t h e p i c t u r e s i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t o f t h e r e t u r n o f 
t h e J e w s t o Pa les t ine a re a p a r t o f a n e s c h a t o l o g y , o f Gk)d's f i n a l 
ac ts b e y o n d h i s t o r y , n o t o f t h e ac ts o f m e n w i t h i n h i s t o r y ; a n d 
as t h e y e a r s pass, a n d as these events a r e seen t o be, n o t a p a r t 
o f t h e e n d - t i m e , b u t t o be s i m p l y one m o r e evidence o f m a n ' s 
i n h u m a n i t y t o m a n , t h e n I t r u s t t h i s m i s r e a d i n g o f t h e O l d Tes 
t a m e n t w i l l f a d e a w a y . B u t a t t h e m o m e n t i t i s a v e r y p o p u l a r 
p o i n t o f v i e w , I f e a r . I w a s a p p a l l e d t o f i n d , l a s t O c t o b e r , i n a n 
A r m e n i a n P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h i n L o s A n g e l e s , m a n y o f w h o s e 
m e m b e r s k n o w t h e N e a r E a s t w e l l , a p i l e o f p a m p h l e t s o n t h e 
l i t e r a t u r e r a c k w h i c h e x p l a i n e d h o w t h e events o f l a s t J u n e w e r e 
f o r e t o l d i n t h e B i b l e , a n d I a m a f r a i d t h e p a s t o r w a s t o o n a i v e 
t h e o l o g i c a l l y t o see h o w w r o n g these p a m p h l e t s w e r e . 

A n d t h o u g h t h e J e w i s h Z i o n i s t s do n o t depend m u c h o n t h e 
O l d T e s t a m e n t f o r t h e i r a r g u m e n t a t i o n , t h e y are q u i t e g l a d f o r t h e 
s u p p o r t o f C h r i s t i a n s w h o d o ; a n d t h e y c u l t i v a t e t h a t s u p p o r t . 
T h u s t h e r e i s , i n W e s t J e r u s a l e m , a « N e a r E a s t e r n Schoo l o f 
A r c h e o l o g y , * (no r e l a t i o n t o m y o w n s choo l h e r e , I h a s t e n t o s a y ! ) , 
w h i c h c u l t i v a t e s C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s t o t h e H o l y L a n d a n d w h i c h 
s h o w s h o w t h e m o d e r n s t a t e l ives u p t o t h e o l d prophec ies . 

B u t t h e r e a r e o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s , n o t o n l y i n t h e W e s t , b u t 
i n t h e N e a r E a s t as w e l l , w h o u n d e r s t a n d t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t as 
I h a v e p r e s e n t e d i t h e r e t h i s e v e n i n g , w h o see Z i o n i s m as a r e 
b i r t h o f t h e s p i r i t a g a i n s t w h i c h A m o s a n d J e r e m i a h a n d o t h e r s 
w e r e f i g h t i n g , a n d w h o c r y o u t a g a i n s t i t i n t h e n a m e o f t h e G o d 
w h o m t h e y h a v e l e a r n e d t o k n o w w i t h i n t h e pages o f t h e O l d Tes 
t a m e n t as w e l l as o f t h e N e w . 

N o w I c a n n o t leave t h i s s u r v e y w i t h o u t some speci f ic r e f e rence 
t o w h a t is p e r h a p s t h e m o s t n a g g i n g q u e s t i o n o f a l l i n t h e m a t t e r 
o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t a n d Z i o n i s m , t h e m o s t n a g g i n g q u e s t i o n f o r 

b o t h J e w s a n d C h r i s t i a n s sens i t i ve t o e t h i c a l issues, a n d t h a t is 
t h e m a t t e r o f t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t descr ibes t h e 
I s r a e l i t e conquest o f P a l e s t i n e i n t h e 1 3 t h , 1 2 t h , a n d 1 1 t h cen
t u r i e s B .C. T h e i m p r e s s i o n w e g e t is t h a t t h e I s r a e l i t e s w e r e 
c o m m a n d e d b y G o d t o k i l l e v e r y C a n a a n i t e , m a n , w o m a n , a n d 
c h i l d , even t h e i r a n i m a l s . T h e r e i s , f o r e x a m p l e , D e u t . 2 0 : 1 6 - 1 8 : 

But in the cities of these people that the Lord your God gives you for 
an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall 
utterly destroy them... as the Lord your God has commanded; that they 
may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices which 
they have done in the service of their gods, and so to sin against the 
Lord your God. 

W i t h s u c h a c h a r t e r f o r s l a u g h t e r , w e ask , h o w can w e t a k e 
t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t o u t o f t h e h a n d s o f t h e Z i o n i s t s ? 

L e t m e s a y t w o t h i n g s . F i r s t , t h e o l o g i c a l l y t h e idea is t h a t 
t h e I s r a e l i t e s s h o u l d n o t t a k e a n y p e r s o n a l g a i n f r o m t h e l a n d , no 
s i l v e r o r g o l d , no a n i m a l s , no s laves, because t h e l a n d be longs t o 
G o d ; a n d f u r t h e r m o r e t h e y m u s t n o t i n a n y w a y have c o n t a c t w i t h 
t h e t e r r i b l e p a g a n f e r t i l i t y p r a c t i c e s o f t h e l o ca l i n h a b i t a n t s . 
T h e r e f o r e k i l l t h e m a l l . B u t w e h a v e a l r e a d y n o t e d , i n pass ing , 
a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s h o u r , t h a t t h e I s r a e l i t e s d i t n o t , as a 
m a t t e r o f h i s t o r i c a l f a c t , c o n s i s t e n t l y w i p e o u t t h e i r C a n a a n i t e 
n e i g h b o r s — t h e idea o f a « h o l y w a r * w a s n e v e r c o n s i s t e n t l y car 
r i e d t h r o u g h . A n d t h i s b r i n g s m e t o m y second p o i n t . T h e r e is 
no s u b s t i t u t e , w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h b i b l i c a l m a t e r i a l , f o r o u r con
s t a n t l y a s k i n g ourse lves , w h e n w a s t h i s p a r t i c u l a r passage w r i t t e n , 
a n d w h y ? A n d i n t h e case o f these passages a b o u t « d e s t r o y a l l 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s , * t h e y w e r e c o m m i t t e d t o w r i t i n g n o t a t t h e t i m e 
o f t h e conquest a t a l l , b u t m u c h l a t e r , a t t h e end o f t h e s e v e n t h 
c e n t u r y B.C. , w h e n t h e s o u t h e r n k i n g d o m w a s f i g h t i n g f o r i t s 
l i f e a g a i n s t A s s y r i a a n d B a b y l o n i a ; a n d i t w a s n o t a n appea l t o 
w i p e o u t t h e C a n a a n i t e s i n t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y B .C . — t h e r e 
w e r e no p u r e - b r e d C a n a a n i t e s t h e n ; i t w a s a n appea l t o w i p e o u t 
C a n a a n i t e r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s , t h e f e r t i l i t y - c u l t p rac t i c es i n vogue 
a m o n g t h e I s r a e l i t e s a t t h a t t i m e . I t w a s a s e r m o n i c appea l ( a n 
Ideal ized appea l , i f y o u w i l l ! ) , s a y i n g , G o d c o m m a n d e d o u r a n 
cestors , t h r o u g h Moses a n d J o s h u a , t o w i p e o u t t h e C a n a a n i t e s 
w i t h t h e i r f i l t h y r e l i g i o n . N o w , w h a t a b o u t y o u : a re y o u o n God 's 
side o r a g a i n s t h i m ? F a r f r o m b e i n g a c h a r t e r f o r s l a u g h t e r , t h e n , 
these passages are r e a l l y a n appea l f o r r e l i g i o u s p u r i t y : n o t t o o u r 
t a s t e , no d o u b t , b u t w e s h o u l d see t h e m f o r w h a t t h e y a r e , w i t h i n 
t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e i r o r i g i n a l p u r p o s e . 

I s r a e l i w a s t r y i n g t h r o u g h t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t t o be sens i t i ve 
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t o t h e G o d o f h i s t o r y . F r o m t h e C h r i s t i a n p e r s p e c t i v e , she w a s 
d e f e c t i v e i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g God ' s w i l l a t a n u m b e r o f p o i n t s . She 
a s s u m e d w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n t h a t God 's c o v e n a n t w a s p e r m a n e n t l y 
w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r t r i b a l g r o u p , w h i l e C h r i s t i a n s see God 's purposes 
w o r k i n g t h r o u g h t h a t t r i b a l g r o u p t o h i s a d o p t e d c h i l d r e n e v e r y 
w h e r e , I s r a e l a s s u m e d t o o e a s i l y t h a t e v i l i s t o be l o ca ted « ou t 
t h e r e , * a m o n g « t h o s e o t h e r people » — C a n a a n i t e s , A m a l e k i t e s , 
a n d a l l t h o s e o t h e r « — i t e s , * i n s t e a d o f « in here , * a l t h o u g h t h e 
p r o p h e t s s t e a d i l y t u r n e d t h e s e a r c h l i g h t o f God 's j u d g m e n t i n 
u p o n t h e i r o w n people . I s r a e l a s s u m e d w i t h o u t m u c h q u e s t i o n 
t h a t t h e people o f G o d needed a p a r t i c u l a r l a n d , p e r m a n e n t l y . 
P e r h a p s God ' s g r e a t e x p e r i m e n t o f c o v e n a n t i n g w i t h m e n c o u l d 
n e v e r h a v e been l a u n c h e d w i t h o u t t r i b a l i s m , a n d b o r d e r s , a n d a n 
a r m y , a n d even k i n g s h i p . B u t C h r i s t i a n s a re c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e 
need f o r a l a n d as a l a b o r a t o r y f o r t h e c o v e n a n t people w a s o n l y 
a t e m p o r a r y necess i ty , a n d t h a t f i n a l l y God ' s people h a s o u t g r o w n 
t h i s need. 

B u t , as I h a v e s a i d a g a i n a n d a g a i n t h i s e v e n i n g , t h e m a i n 
q u e s t i o n t h e b i b l i c a l l y o r i e n t e d p e r s o n m u s t ask t h e Z i o n i s t is 
t h i s : w h a t do y o u do w i t h t h e G o d o f I s r a e l ? H o w do y o u s t a n d 
w i t h h i m ? 

A s y o u k n o w , t h e h i p p i e s i n t h e U n i t e d S ta tes l i k e t o w e a r 
b u t t o n s w i t h s l ogans o n t h e m . H e r e is one I b o u g h t i n t h e h i p p i e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f S a n F r a n c i s c o : « G o d w a s a b d u c t e d b y I s r a e l i 
a g e n t s . * N o w w e k n o w w h e r e G o d has b e e n — w h y he has been g i v e n 
u p f o r dead ! . . . B u t , b e y o n d t h e God- i s -dead p r o b l e m , t h i s b u t t o n 
d r a m a t i z e s f o r a l l t o see e x a c t l y w h a t has h a p p e n e d : f o r t h e 
m o d e m s t a t e o f I s r a e l h a s t r i e d t o l o c k u p G o d , t o m a k e h i m 
dance t o a p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m . A n d t h i s he w i l l n o t a l l o w t h e m t o do . 

B u t w h a t o f u s ? L e t us also t a k e care . I f G o d is n o t t o be 
d o m e s t i c a t e d t o a Z i o n i s t p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m , t h e n w e s h o u l d be 
c a r e f u l t h a t w e n o t t r y t o d o m e s t i c a t e h i m t o o u r p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m 
e i t h e r . F o r he w i l l j u d g e us as he j u d g e s a l l t h o s e w h o c a l l u p o n 
h i s n a m e . 

T h e f i r s t g r e a t t h e o l o g i a n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s w a s I s a i a h , 
i n t h e e i g h t h c e n t u r y B .C . I n a n u n f o r g e t t a b l e passage i n t h e 1 0 t h 
c h a p t e r o f t h e b o o k o f I s a i a h , he s t u n s t h e s o u t h e r n k i n g d o m b y 
s a y i n g , « Ho Assyria, the rod of my anger... against a godless nation 
I send him...* (verses 5-6) - t h a t i s , I , G o d , a m s e n d i n g t h a t t e r r i b l e 
n a t i o n A s s y r i a a g a i n s t m y o w n be l oved people, w h o m I a m c a l l i n g 
godless . B u t I s a i a h does n o t l e t us assume t h a t G o d is p e r m a n e n t l y 
p r o - A s s y r i a a n d a n t i - I s r a e l . I n t h e 1 2 t h verse w e r e a d , «Wfcen the 
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Lord has finished all his work in Jerusalem he will punish the arrogant 
boasting of the king of Assyria and his haughty pridc*.First G o d uses 
A s s y r i a a g a i n s t I s r a e l . T h e n G o d t u r n s a g a i n s t A s s y r i a . G o d uses 
p o l i t i c a l p r o g r a m s , b u t he is n o t b o u n d b y t h e m . A n d i f t h e f o l k 
t o t h e s o u t h o f us c a n n o t d o m e s t i c a t e h i m , t h e n w e m u s t not t r y 
t o do so e i t h e r . 


