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to the Editor

Threat to town well system?

To the Editor:

David Salvadore, an engineer with the
department of Environmental Quality
Engineering, in charge of the agency for
¥} public sanitary landfills in the state
of Mass.. recently visited the Westford
landfl site. After observing the milky
white residue that is cbviously visfble
on the surface of the wetlands abutting
our landfiil, he believes that the
wetiands were poiluted. To cenfirm
what he strongly suspects, Mr.
Salvadore will make recommendations
to the Westford Board of Health, that
spot testing of this water be done.

All of our town's drinking water is
supplied by four interconnected weils
and our main concern is one of 4 well.
systems. It is located immediately
adjacent to the boundaries of the
wetlznds, which is only about 800 ft
from the landfill

In z conversation with Mr. Salvadore
he concluded that the landfill poses a

, N
possible threat to our town's water
supply. :
Old tires. metal and other rubbish
from the landfill litter the edges of the
wetlands. Rain water has been running

_off high areas of the landfill causing

erosion and proceeding down a&n
embankment into the wetlands. Is our
landffil being managed properly?

In violation of state regulations
unsupervised after-hour dumping is
betng permiited in our town. | may be
guilty of extreme cynicism but how do
Westfordians know that chemicals are
not being disposed of tlegally.

The short and long term risks to our
water supply should be examined to the
fullest in order to protect ourselves and
our families. .

Susan Rose
Lorraine Ward
Dorothy Milton
Westford
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THIS ARTICLE A

Dump-- Potential well thre

By BVAN CROFT .2~ )
Mounting concern over possible town
well contamination was brought to the
attention of the Selectmen Tuesday
night. Board member Thomas Borden
asked cohorts to listen to Arnold
O'Brien, an unscheduled speaker.
Arnold O'Brien of Cold Spring Road
pointed out what, in his opinion. is an
unavoidable problem. “The dump is
nearing the town wells,” he said. "Even

Fietcher offered additional tnformation.
He informed the board that the closest
well is 1500 feet from the dump, but
~tubor” well sites are closer. Tubor wells
are small wells located in a group over
an acre of land. Not pumped continu-
ously, a little water is drawn from each
periodically.

The present wellfield. he recounted.
has been used for 75 years and the
dump site “forever.”

if the dump wers, siosed-today. it could
ultimately destyoy-the well field.”

O'Brien explained that at the well
head there exists a “cone of depression”
which draws groundwater into the well
from as far away as 1,000 feet or more.
State law requires 400 feet around a
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had been put on the west aide to step
leaching” ef groundwater into the wells.
O'Brien explained the direction of
groundwater flow is unknown and
suggests that the west side clay only
protects from one direction.

O'Brien’s recommendation was to
“ask the engineering firm that designed

well. but. O'Brien reported, the 400 foot
number was not arrived at scientifically.
Richard Emmet countered that “clay

Fletcher added that his expertence of
several vears ago when the dump
caught fire had no 1ll effect on the wells
when the thousands of gallons of water
poured on became groundwater.

The test required to determine the
effects of this type of pollution are VOA
tests costing S1K per well, explained
Fletcher. Two years ago when the
abandoned chemical drums were

It stinks! Water in
landfill appears to be

the wetland directly behind Westford's sanitary
contaminated by water seeping down from the

the dump site to come back and review

the situation.”
Water Superintendent Harold

discovered off Route 110, "all the wells
in town were tested and were clean.” he
said.

Board member Ron Johnson
observed that only initial information
was avallable on the matter. Member
Tom Borden’s motion was approved to
have an open meeting to be held on
June 2, to hear statemnents from all
interested parties.

dumping mound. Reported distance to nearby town well system - 800
feet. (Photo by Leighton 0'Connor)
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whether the town dump may ntial-
ly threaten nearby seledt-
men will meet Tuesday night with rep-
resentatives from the water and con-
pervation commissions and the sanitary
landfill committee.

Selectmen called the meeting after
hearing concerns voiced by Arnold
O'Brien, of the conservation commis-
aion, that the location of the sanitary
jandfill may put the 19 wells, spread
over one acTe, in ;

O'Brien has suggested selectmen

hiremongmeering to examine
how thedumphasdeveloped over the
ears to determine the well-
fields may be in of being con-

mwmwmmmm
~ being perfomed by the committes.
the commitiee poeted
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