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Selectmen to check
dumping complaints

WESTFORD -~ Complaints by resi-
dents that trucks are dumping after
hours at the town’s sanitary landfill
have prompted selectmen to schedule a
meeting with George Wyman, superin-
tendent of streets, for June 16.

During a meeting this week about
the potential threat the landfill poses to
the nearby wellfield, several residents
complained of seeing unusual activities
at the landfill site, including unsuper-
vised dumping.

Selectmen were disturbed when one
woman reported seeing “flatbed trucks
joaded with barrels come in at 3 o'clock
in the morning.” The drivers of the
trucks unlock the gate with a key, and
lock it after dumping the barrels, she
said. :

Although Wyman disputed the
claim, a number of residents in the au-
dience vocally agreed with the woman.

“Please believe us,” she implored
selectmen. “It's true. We would not lie
about a thing like this.”

Susan Koss, of 112 Cold Spring Road,
reported seeing trucks dump rubbish
when the landfill attendent was not pre-
sent. The rubbish, she said, is left-unco-
vered.

Wyman was ordered by the board to
change the locks, and selectmen will
discuss the problem of urauthorized
dumping along with complaints about
the operation of the landfil] at the sche-
duled meeting with Wyman

Roger Lachance, of 34 West Prescott
St., produced reports from the state De-
partment of Environmental Quality
Engineering (DEQE) which he said
back up many of the residents’ com-
plaints.

Lachance charged that improper cov-
er is being used on the side of the land-
fill which borders wetlands feeding the
wells. Wyman disagreed with Lach-
ance, saying that the embankment near
the wetlands has been properly covered
with clay, loam and seed.

‘Do we have to wait to become
another Woburn before some action is
taken? Do we have to wait until our kids
are sick, dying of leukemia, before
someone with authority looks into
this?” Lachance asked.

Residents are also very concerned ab-
out the lack of a fence and easy access
into the site.

The search for a new location for the
landfill has been "draggin on” since
1972, said Steven Connell, 20 Abbot St.,
as he urged selectmmen to take action to
“terminate” the current landfill site.

“This is a potential time bomb,” Con-
nell said. “Before the landfill, what was
there? There is not a panic situaticn
now, but the committee should be work-
ing with the utmost speed to get it (the
landfill) out of there. For us to keep
dragging out feet, since 1972, is a head-
in-the-gand attitude.”
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Westford wellfield pollution

possibility studied by t

By JANICE BARRY

' Sun Staff

. WESTFORD - The town’s landfill
on Country Road poses such a potential
hazard to a nearby wellfield that select-
men have agreed to ¢atablish a commit-
tee to study whether the wells are in
danger of being contaminated.

After listening to the worries ex-
pressed by a number of residents, select-
men this week agreed to appoint a com-
mittee to determine whether a "plume
of poliution” ‘is heading towgrd the
wells and what form of inonitoring s8Ys-
tem may be necessary on the site.

The meeting wasg scheduled after
selectmen heard Arnold O'Brien, of the
conservation commission, voice concern
that the 19 wells could be in danger of
being contaminated. That concern was
multiplied many times over Tuesday
night, however, when many residents
turned out to urge selectmen to take
‘action to study the site.

“There is a potential for poliution of

the wells by the landfill. There always
has been, and there always will be as
long as the landfill is there,” O'Brien
suid. "There has been no indication that
there is any problem now, but we don't
know what the future holds.”

He suggested the committee be
formed to "study the site, to understand
the nature of the deposits (at the land-
fill), to find out the direction of the
ground water flow and the nature of the
pollution plume, if there is one.”

O'Brien told the residents that they
should "assume there is a plume of
pollution moving from the landfill,
probably in the direction of the wells.”

Such “plumes” have been tracked
moving steadily outward at other sites,
he said. "It should be possible to put
monitoring wells around the perimeter
of the landfill to give advance warning
if the wells are in danger,” he added.

Outlining what he believes the moni-
toring committee’s duties should be,
O'Brien suggested the committee “de-

own

cide what kind of action to take, the
nature ard scope of the monitoring sys-
tem, and how much it will cost”

According to water commissioner
Harold Fletcher. the wells on Country
Road serve only the town center, which
represents about 30 percent of the town.
The water is tested every two weeks for
bacteria, and once a year for such che-
micals as sodium.

The extensive testing which would
determine whether the wells have been
polluted by other chemicals is done
“only if the state requires it,” Fletcher
said. However, in light of the growing
concern in town, a test for all chemicals
was performed Thursday and results
are expected soon, he said.

When asked why the testing is not
done regularly, Fletcher explained that
the test costs $1,000 each time it is per-
formed. A monthly testing fee would
add up to $12,000 by the end of the year,
and would be reflected in the water:
bills. .

“The $12,000 is insignificant.” re-
torted one resident as the audience
burst into applause. "I think the town
would be more then willing to pick up a
$12,000 tab rather then see someone's
child go to the hospital.”

The committee should also determine
what the expected life span of the wells
are, believes Peter Thorstensen, the
town's hazardous waste coordinator.
The wells, he seid, should be viewed as a
“mine” which — like a gold mine -
produces only for a limited time.

“The situation we have here is not
unique. We nead a rationel monitoring
program to determine the life of our wa-
ter mine,” Thorstensen said. “That
wellfield has a finite life. We have to
determine how long that wellfieid will
last. Nothing lasts forever, as you all
know.”

Richard Lewis, chairman of the
sanitary landfill relocation study com-
mittee, agreed with the residents, but
said the current operation is much safer
then the uncontrolled dumping on the
gite in the past. The wells have been
used since 1907, just about as long as
the dump has been at the location. he
said.

“If there is any pollution found, there
is not a thing that can be done to pre-
vent it because it was done over the last
20 vesre ' | swir said.
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PCB dumpin

By BENJAMIN HOROWITZ
Sun Staff e

WESTFORD - Authorities say
there was probably "no gerious con-*
tamination” from the disposal of at
least 20 transformers cuntaining
PCB, but there:sa ~good possibility”
come scil was dameged at the Cold
Spring Road landfili.

The cleanup of the hazardous
waste material Starts today iTues-
day'. funded by Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology's "MIT Lincoln
Labs, whose officials have acknow-
ledged responsibility for leaving the
capacitators. )

The work. supervised by the state
Department of Environmenta! Qual-
ity Engineenng (DEQE:. will be per-
formed by Jet Lines Rervices, Inc., &
Stoughton pollution control com-
pany

Jet Line supersixrT Richard Ana-
1oro said the extent of contaminati
shouid be determinad tuday, afterh
company sifts “by hand” ihrough the
metsl salvage pile where the capaci-
tators were dumped ’ _

“We don’t know how many are in
there, and how many are ruptured.”
Analoro noted. He estimated it will
take "two or thrée days” o complete

clean-up. :
tMﬁmaloro :md there 15 8 "good ossi-
bility” some of the soil in the landfill
was contaminated by the PCB
(polychlorinated biphenyl), 8 cancer-

ing chemical which was leaking
from some of the capacitators ~

-OF Sanitary Engineer

Tem Bienkiewicz. &nd local Water
Superintendent Harold Fletcher.
said they doubt thet there /5 &ny 82
Haus contamingtion, despite the pre-
sence of the town's Forge Village
Well just 500 feet away.

“Apv real contamination will be
mal” Brerkiewicz said "1t :the
. is mostly on the surface b
The capactislors wert left at the
iandfill “Wednesdas or Thursday” by
workers whe were ungware of what
they contamed, said Dr. Antonio
Penss group leader for Lincoln Labs
Westferd rader sietion oo Mili Stone
Hili

The trensfermuers were part of an
old power SUpply which hadn't been
used {or many years, fe gaid.

“It was an accident.” Pensa added.
“We Lincolr. Labs} are assuming full
responsibility. That's why we're
cleaning up as guickly as possible.”

Meeting at the landfill yesterday

T Westford

- —
1AMfonday! afternoon to coordinate
plans for the cleanup were officials
€rom Jet Line, the DEQE, MIT, snd
the town's police department, board
of healthi. hazardous waste commit
tee, water dopartment, and select-
men's office.

Board of Heelth Viee Chairman
Mark Mulligan seid he was satisfied
that MIT and the state are coaperat-
ing to clean up the area 8s quickly a2

A

&3t

FHE COLD SPRING ROAD

__.where the transformers containing

down-p

possible, al no cost to the town.

“DEQE will be reporting back to
the board of health,” he said. "This is
the first time this has happened here.
They (MIT workers) didn't really
know what it was.”

The containers. which ltook like
large automobile batteries, were dis-
covered Saturday by local resident
Douglas Martin, who informed beard
of health member Charles Menzie.

Menzie then visited the landfill
with Dennis Lawler, the town's
hazardous waste coordinator.

Finding the General Electric-
manuisctured capacitstors, Lawler
and Menzie contacted the firm's Pitt-
sfeld office. An official there "said if
they were made of Pyrano! and were

b

Paid

s
~

CANDFILL IN WESTFORD  svr ster srmc 52 On
PCB were dumped

layed

old. chances were extremely high
they had PCB in them,” Lawler
noted

Subsequent tests confirmed the
presence of the hazardous material

Danger signs have been posted at
the landfill by board of health offi-
ciels, who urge parents te keep their
children away from the metal sal-
vage pile.

A palice officer1s also expected to
stand guard in the area.

The board of health recently
gtarted a well mon:terning program
arcund the landfill to see if there is
any water contamination in the area,
Menzie said. Preliminary indications
show no contamination, he said. but
analysia of the first set of tests has
not been completed

3 3 .
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Friday over the phone. Bamnett
said she initiated contact with

g concerning the

Just the proximity of a

range a meetin,

landfill. **

gley

said this was probably caused

[N

| DEQE official refutes confémination clalms :

Continued from page 1
lands’ water to freeze, Be,
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