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Letters to the editor

Band fund-raiser success
Last week marked the close of

the Westford . Academy ‘Band’s

. ‘second “annual calendar drive.

Thanks to you, the people of -

Westford, the band’s fund-raiser

" The money raised will be:used
in financing a trip to Glens Falls,
New York, in March for an ex-
change concert with the Glens
Falls High School Band.

If you ordered -a calendar and
have not yet received it, contact
Mr. Blair Bettencourt. at -692-
2611 during school hours. .

Thank you for-your support.

' . .~ .. Mirlam Langner

_( Dispute landiill article >

The Westtord Eagle on Feb. 7
reported.on a matter concerning
DEQE and-the town well area
adjacent . to fill. T
headline stated: *'DEQE -refutes
claims of wetlands pollution.””

1 would like to:set ‘the record

straight by .correcting inaccurate

statements in the article,

On Jan.' 31, Joanne Barnett
and I, Chris Pude, stopped by the
landfill to compare landmarks to
a map we had obtained from the
Assessor's office. We are part of a
group called Westford ‘Concerned
Citizens (WCC), which is actively
campaigning to close the landfill
and stop construction of a waste

used to transport refuse to the
landfill as speculated by DEQE.

Furthermore, a chemical label’

was attached to the top (not the

-side} of the drum. We carefully

removed this label so that people
in our group could use/it to inves-
tigate the chemical. The condi-

‘tion of the label indicated to our
‘groupthat the barrel had been at

the landfill for less than a year.
On Feb. 5, we presented this

information to the Board of Se-

lectmen. The label indicated that

the chemical was 1,1,1 ‘trichlo- -

roethane,  We also reported :on
what - appeared to be concen-

- trated and widespread contami-
- nation .of the water in the wet-

the landfill. .The ..

transfer station -at - the- landﬂll :

site.”~ 7 A
While at the.landfill, .we de-
cided to look at the wetland area
by the town wells. DEQE Inspec-
tor James- Williams “had " in-
spected the area.on Jan. 29, and
had reported back on the condi-
tion of thewetlands. -~
While at the wetlands ncar,\th_e
edge of the landfill, we noticed
that a large drum had been
‘tipped over and one end of it was
laying in the water. D
The top of the drum-was NOT
- cut off, and could not have been

\)\J@S—% EA,Q() . EA

N

Jands adjacent to the landfill. We
showed the Selectmen pictures.
taken in 1981 of the same area,"
angd stated that the condition of

the .wetlands_ today is just as

bad, if not worse, than-the 1981
pictures indicated. .\We did not,
- make any claims about illegal

dumping, nor did we offer any

speculation about-how the drum .

came to be at the landfill. ;

The Feb. 7 article in the West-*

ford Eagle quoted DEQE Engi-
neer Mark Begley as saying that
the water was contaminated by

“rust”. However, Mr. Begley did.
not indicate whether the water?

has been tested in order to con-
firm'this. o :

‘It is the understanding of our;

group -that -although the town

well water is tested bacteriologj-
cally each month, the water near:

the landflil has not been tested
for toxic chemicals since Janu-
ary.of 1983. We believe that the
town’s drinking water is a vital
concern to all, and that it cer-

tainly should be tested more,

often than every two years.

public well water. The article in-

dicates that 29 percent of the

public wells recently, tested by

Q\I“\/}S*I

thé EPA showed some degree of
contamination. It would seem
that Westford should be espe-
cially concerned about its well

‘water, since some of its wells are

located less than 500 feet from
an unlined landfill which has ex-
isted for more than 80 years.
While dumping regulations have

‘been improved during the past
_ few years, dumping was not
regulated very. well during the .

earlier years. In_fact, it is any-

- one’s guess as to what might be
‘buried down there, and it might
“be just a matter of time before
hazardous contaminants leach '

their way to the town well flelds
— if they haven't already.

Let's. test the water for toxic |

‘chemicals now. Also, let’s cap-off |

and propetly seal the landfill to

protect -our ‘'water. Let’s perma-

nently close the landfill ‘area for
any use, includng that as a

waste transfer facility. : Let's -

dump thedump! ~~

.:Christine Pude
7 Bayberry Road -

Road issue complexity

The issues surrounding Texas .

Road are far more complex than
the article in last week’s Eagle
implied: Our concerns are over
what work should be included in
betterments and that everyone
who berefits from “this pays a
fair share. '

The Planning Board. approved

Texas-Springs 1.at the end of a
town accepted.-access-road. The
residents of Texas Road attended
Planning Board “meetings after
this construction had 'begun, to

‘notify the Board of the damage
that was being done to the road °

by the heavy construction-vehic-
les.. At this point, the drainage

= problem” was' so bad that the

There is an excellent article in.
the January issue of Reader's Di-
gest about the contamination of -

Planning™ Board. directed the
developer's engineer to draw up
plans for 'a drainage system.
These plans were examined and
only slightly altered by the High-

.way Superintendent prior to the

3112 a
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