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Keep up to date with Courier’s four-color initiative at the new “ShowingOur Colors” website:www.courier.com/four_color

Courier Westford, located in Westford, MA, is a book manufacturing workhorse with
broad capabilities. It has long produced top-quality books for publishers. In this issue 
we take a close look at the plant and all that it has to offer.

What Courier Westford Does Best
“We focus exclusively on one- and
two-color books,” says Christine
Holmes, Plant Manager at Courier
Westford. “But within that niche we
offer publishers an incredibly broad
range of print and bind options.
Hardcover or paperback, sewn or
adhesive bound, long- or short-run,
halftone or line-work—we have the
equipment and the experienced
employees to produce the best one-
and two-color books in the industry.”

Case binding is a particular
strength of Courier Westford.
Stamped cases (one- or three-piece)
and preprinted cases are all made
in-house. There is plenty of Smyth
sewing capacity. Automated jacket-
ing speeds throughput. And recent
investments in a high-speed case-
maker and a state-of-the-art 
casing-in line make Westford’s 
case binding capabilities second 
to none. 
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AT A GLANCE 
General
• ISO 9002 certified
• Heatset web printing
• Sheetfed printing
• 8", 9", 10" & 11" trim sizes

Services
• CreoScitex Prinergy™ 

workflow
• Full digital prepress
• Computer-to-plate
• 2-color
• 1-color
• Adhesive paper
• Adhesive case
• Smythe sewn paper
• Smythe sewn case
• RepKover (layflat)

Products
• Textbooks
• Trade books
• Workbooks
• Reference books

SPECIAL ISSUE: A Closer Look at Courier Westford

Of the 27 million books that Courier Westford manufactures 
each year, more than seven million are casebound.
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A Little History MANUFACTURING MIGHT 
Courier Westford packs a lot of
book manufacturing power into
its 270,000 square foot facility.

• 2 high-speed CTP lines
• 8 presses
• 2 adhesive binding lines
• 2 sewers
• 3 casemakers
• 2 casing-in lines

Plant Manager Christine Holmes inspects a plate with CTP Platemaker 
Juan Portillo. Westford’s side-by-side, high-speed thermal plate imaging systems 

can produce 55 plates per hour — more than the presses require. Redundant capacity 
at the front end allows the plant to react quickly and deliver consistently.

RIGHT
START

from the

TIP OF THE MONTH

When reviewing a digital blue-
line or any other hardcopy proof,
mark all your corrections directly
onto the proof itself. Do not use
removable self-adhesive notes —
they fall off easily resulting in
missed corrections.

Tips of the Month are excerpted from 
Right from the Start: The book professional’s
guide to preparing digital files for print 
production, Fifth Edition, published by
Courier Corporation. To get a copy, 
contact your sales representative or Priscille
Georgeou at pgeorgeou@courier.com or 
978-251-6277.

In 1966 Courier acquired the
Murray Printing Company, a small
book manufacturer in Westford, MA,
by purchasing it from the founder’s
son, Albert C. Murray. Courier
enabled its newest subsidiary to meet
growing demand from the education
and trade markets in New York and
Boston by expanding the plant and
purchasing more equipment. 

Almost four decades have passed
since the acquisition of Murray
Printing. Under Courier’s wing, the

company’s client base has grown to
include publishers from across the
country, and its capabilities have
been expanded greatly. But its focus
has always been on one- and two-
color books. Today the company is
known as Courier Westford, Inc. —
a reflection of its current role as one
of many Courier plants, each with
its own focus, that work closely
together to provide world-class
service to book publishers. 


